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From. the,Southern Christian Herald. 


ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF ARMINIAN VIEWS 
IN NEW ENGLAND. | 
Letters ov the Origin and Progress of Arminian views in 
New £ngiand, from:a distiiguished New Englaud Min- 
aster of We Guspel, te one in the South, 
Dear... Brother—You desire to know what 
has|been Dr. Beecher’s course in relation to the 
recent controversies in New, England, and to what 
extent he has. identified himself with the New 
Haven divines,.. regret exceedingly that there 
should be any occasion for such inquiries,- A mi- 
nister of Dr., Beecher’s age and standing in the 
Church, o 
of all men.”.. ‘There ought to be no cause for doubt 
or suspicion in regard to his Theological opinions. 
And yet, I suppose it to be trne, that notwithstand- 
ing all which-has been said and written by himself 
and others, there are even now, very different opi- 
nions in regard to his doctrinal views, There are 
those who.do not hesitate to affirm that on most. 
pevnins at least, he is a thorough Calvinist, and that 
is sentiments are entirely opposed to the New 
Haven speculations; while there are others who are 
equally .confident that his views in the main, coin- 
cide. with those of Dr. Taylor. How. he has con- 
trived to make these different impressidns on the 
minds of different individuals, and I may add, on 
the minds of the same individuals at different times, 
is @ question which it becomes him to answer to 
himself, | 
That he does not agree on all. points with the 
New Haven divines, is certainly true, if any confi- 
dence. js to be reposed in the statements contained 
in his Views. in Theology” recently published. 
On the doctrine of original sin, for instance, his 
views and theirs are irreconcileably at variance. 
Instead of maintaining that * mankind come into 
the world with the same nature, as that with 
which Adam was created”—that they possess 
no “constitutional propensity to sin”—that “ in- 
fants are innocent,” or have * no moral character” 
—that “ they sustain the same relation to the mo- 
ra] government of God as brute animals’”—he main- 
tains directly. the opposite of these opinions. He 


says: 
»“ It would seem that I am supposed to hold the 
Pelagian doctrine on the subject; that I deny that 
Adam was the federal head and representative of 
his race; that the covenant was made not only 
with Adam,.but also with his posterity; that the 
guilt of his sin was imputed to them; that there is 
any such thing as native depravity ; or that infants 
aredepraved. That on the contrary, I hold and 


t to be an * epistle, known.and read | 2&© 


; Sai sinners whether they be regenerated or not in 
theday of his power—or that Gop poEs ALL HE 
can, and leaves the event of submission or not, to 
rebel man. The passages quoted to prove such an 
assertion are misunderstood and perverted. The 
texts, ‘what could I have done more for my vine- 
yard that I have not done in it,’ (Isa. v. 4.) and ‘he 
could not do many mighty works there because of 
their unbelief,’ and other kindred passages, do not 
teach that God is ever efficaciously resisted by any. 
sinner whom he attempts to subdue, or that there 
ig any sinner on earth, so stubborn and obstinate, 
that God could not reconcile him if it seemed good 
in his sight. The limitation is of God’s unerring 
wisdom—and they cannot be the same as when it is 
said, he cannot deny himself, or cannot lie, or 
where God himself says, “though Moses and 


him, and which he talked ‘of publishing, that he did 
not agree with Dr. Taylor, and that he intended 
he should so understand him. Accordingly, when 
he found at the South reports in circulation that 
Dr. Beecher accorded in 
the New Haven divines, he took the liberty to con- 
tradict them.—Wherever he went he vindicated 
Dr. Beecher; and it was in consequence of his 
representations that Dr. Miller and Dr. Green 
were led to repose that confidence in Dr. Beecher, 
he exhibited on his trial. But in 1830, Dr. Bee- 
ing that he did not agree with Dr. Taylor. Since 
that time, he has not felt at liberty to contradict 
the representations which the friends of the New 
Haven Divinity have been continually making. 
towards this people.” : 

This you will perceive, is in direct opposition to 
the views of Dr. Taylor., And not only so— 
Dr. Beecher has here advanced the very principle 
which, according to Dr. Taylor, “leads to Untver- 
SALISM, TO INFIDELITY, AND TO ATHEISM”—* the 
principle which in the hands of Voltaire and other 
enemies of the Gospel has spread infidelity and athe- 
| ism to such a fearful extent througheut Europe;” 
and \which. involves all the horrid blasphemies 
i he has charged upon Dr. Woods and Dr. 

yler. 
A large part of Dr. Beecher’s book is adapted to: 
make a favourable impression upon the minds of 
orthodox readers. On all the subjects of which he 
treats, excepting. that of moral agency, his state- 
ments, so far as they go, will be regarded as gene- 
rally sound. On this topic, however, (moral 
ncy) he has advanced principles which lead 
inevitably to Arminian conclusions. Andon some 
other topics his sentiments do not contain ‘a full 
view of his statements. On the doctrine of re-| 
generation, for instance, no one would conjecture 
from what he has published, ‘ that he does not be-| from him no suspicions of a tendency in New 
lieve in the direct and immediate agency of the| England ministers to “ hyper-Calvinism, and anti- 
Holy Spirit in regeneration. Yet such is not his|nomian fatality; and no intimations of the ne- 
belief, unless he has quite recently altered his opi-| cessity of a reform in the system of New England 
nion. He maintains, as I happen to know from re-| orthodoxy. Those were days of peace, and har- 
peated conversations with him on the subject, that | mony, and brotherly love among the ministers of 
the Holy Spirit never operates directly on the| New England. But we have fallen on other 
heart in regeneration, (except perhaps in the case | times. hat harmony of sentiment which so long 
of infants, idiots, &c.) but only through the me- | prevailed, exists no longer. New doctrines have 
dium of truth and motives—that the influence of| been broached, and are zealously propagated, and 
the Spirit is a persuasive influence, analogous to | to what extent the defection may be suffered to go, 
the influence which one tan exerts over the mind | is known only to Him who seeth the end from the 
of another. This is what has been denominated | beginning. ‘But it is consoling to reflect, that 
the doctrine of “ Divine moral suasion.” reigneth, and that he is able to bring 


course of Dr. Beecher has not been, in all respects, 
so consistent as it might have been. What you 
experienced when you heard him preach ‘two ser- 
mons during the session of the last General As- 
sembly, is a specimen of the experience of some of 
his brethren for a course of years. -Their hearts 
have been alternately rejoiced and pained. They 
have loved Dr. Beecher. ‘They have often lis- 
tened to his voice with intense delight. They 
have blessed God for the' good accomplished 
through his instruinentality. And they have been 
grieved-and distressed that his influence should be 
perverted to promote the prevalence of what they 
believe to be dangerous error. | 

For many years after his first settlement in New 
England, he enjoyed the entire confidence of his 
brethren. He and Dr. Porter, and Dr. Harvey 
and Dr. Tyler were located in neighbouring pa- 
rishes, and lived on terms of the greatest intimacy. 
He and Mr. Nettleton were true yoke fellows in 
the cause of revivals. In those days, we heard 


| It is the | Zion’s God 
same doctrine which was maintained by a certain | light out of darkness, and order out of confusion, 
popular preacher of the present day, when he said, | and to overrule all the commotions of this sin-dis- 
“were I as eloquent as the Holy Ghost, I could| tracted world, for the promotion of his own glory, 
convert sinners as well as he”—and the same doc-| and the greatest possible good. 
trine which is taught by Mr. Finney in his sermon| I am yours very affectionately, 
on making a new heert, in which he says, “ in re- | 
newing men, the Spirit employs means. He does ‘ 
not come and take right hold of the heart and per- 
form an operation upon it; but he presents mo- 
tives; he persuades by means of truth, and the 
heart is overcome. ‘l'o change men’s hearts, re- 
quires —_ the presentation of truth by the Spirit 
differs not at all from that 
of the preacher except in degree.” ‘This sermon | tinyal scowl upon her b 

| pon her brow. 
at the A pleasant, cheerful wife is as a rainbow set in 
when Ul | the sky, when her husband’s mind is tossed witb 
tle to ail gain hear so much truth, with as | storms and tempests; but a dissatisfied and fretful 
vier to object to, ae the manner of its exhibition, | wife, in the hour of trouble, is like one of those 
fiends who are appointed to torture lost spirits.— 
_ Most of Dr. Beecher’s book, as I have already | Rosion Pearl 
intimated, is adapted to make the impression that 
he does not adopt the peculiarities of the New 
Haven School. And many things which he has, 


A CHEERFUL WIFE. 
A Woman may be of great assistance to her 
husband, in business, by wearing a cheerful smile 
continually upon her countenance. A man’s per- 
plexities and gloominess are increased a hundred 
fold when his better half moves about with a con- 


ON TAKING OUT YOUR WATCH DURING 
SERMON. 


teach that infants are innocent, and as pure as 
Adam before the fall; and that each one stands or 
falls for himself, as he rises to personal accountabi- 
sin, descending from Adam by ordinary generation ; 
and that original sin is not sin, or in any sense de- 
serving of God’s wrath and curse. Now every one 
of these assumed errors of my faith, I deny to be 
my faith.” He says also, “* Adam was created holy 
and placed in a state of probation—the conse- 
quences of which were to extend not only to him- 
self, but to his posterity. Ifhe continued holy they 
would be born holy. If he became a sinner, his 
children would be born depraved. In the hour of 
temptation he fell and lost ror a worLD, the inhe- 
ritance of life, and entailed upon it the sad inheri- 
tance of depravity and wo. For if by one man’s 
offence death reigned by one; how did death reign 
one man’s offence, if the depravity of his race 
not the consequence of his sin? If his poste- 
rity are born holy, (innocent) and become sinners 
by their'own act, uninfluenced by what Adam did, 
then death enters the world not by one man, but 
by every man. And so death has passed upon all 
men for that all have sinned; passed upon infants 
| ing a depraved nature, though they had not 


committed actual sin. They, as well as adults, are 


subject to pain and death. They, as well as adults, 
need a Saviour, and a change of heart by the Holy 
He says again, 
“Original sin is the effect of Adam’s sin upon the 
constitution of his race, in consequence of his being 
their federal head and representative, by divine ap- 
pointment or covenant.” *[t consists in the per- 
version of those constitutional powers and suscep- 
tibilities, which in Adam before the fal] eventuated 
in actual and perfect obedience, and which in their 
perverted condition by the fall, eventuate in actual 
and total depravity.” ‘It is a bias or tendency of 
nature to actual sin, which baffles all motives, and 
ull influence, short of Omnipotence, to prevent its 
eventuation in total actual depravity, or to restore 
the perverted will and affections to holy obedi- 
ence,” .“.[t.is denominated by Edwards, and justly, 
an exceedingly eyil and depraved nature.” - 

In these passages, Dr. Beecher advances the 
very principles which Dr. Taylor represents as in- 
volving the positions, that “God is the responsible 
author of sin”—that “to sin is the very end of 
man’s creation, the highest end of his being, the 
chief end of man”—that ‘man is doomed to sin by 
a natyral and fatal necessity’”—that “he is natu- 
rally unable to avoid sin and become holy, and 
therefore is not a moral agent’’—that “the terms 
of salvation, and the exhibition of motives to com- 
ply with them, are delusive mockery”—that “ the 
true and only reason why sinners are lost, is not | 
that they do not act, but that God does not”—and 
that ‘in respect to any capacity for happiness from 
the objects of that affection, man as he is consti- 
tuted by his Maker, is like a stone or a corpse.” 

On the subject of God’s ability to prevent sin, 
and sanctify the hearts of men, the statements of 
Dr. Beecher are also entirely opposed to those 
which have come from the New Haven School. Just 
notice the following statement of Dr. Taylor: 
“* How is it, that God says in Isa. v 4, that he has 
done ALL THAT CAN BE DONE to bring sinners to re- 
pentance, when he could do more if he would, and 
would do more, did he not, on the whole, prefer 

their continued sin to their repentance? My child, 
says a father ‘never steal—never lie—I have no 
easure at all that you should, compared with be- 
ing honest, and true. But then, my child,’ he pro- 
ceeds, ‘I greatly prefer, on the whole, that you 
should steal and lie, at Jeast, in nine instances out 
of ten; for stealing and lying in these instances, 
will be the. best ings on the whole, which you 
can do; and though I shall do EVERY THING THAT 
CAN BE DONE to secure your obedience to my law, 
yet I could do much more if I would; and I would 
do it, if { did not, on the whole, prefer your steal- 
ing and lying to honesty and truth.” Compare this 
with the following from Dr. Beecher : 

“ That.God is able by his direct and immediate 
power to m phage the mind in every faculty, and 
to touch all the springs of action and affection, | 
have never denied or doubted. And that he is 
able by the direct interposition of his power, so to 
rectify the mind of man as disordered by the fall, 
as that the consequence would be the immediate, 
uoperverted exercise of the will and affections in 


obedience, is just as evident as that God can cre- 


ate minds in such a condition that they will in 
these respects fe right from the beginning—I 
haye no sympathy 


at divers times, said to his intimate friends who he 
age were opposed to these peculiarities 


for the opinion that it depends 


This is no small exploit. There are many ad- 
(such as vantages arising from it. In the first place, it 
rmon has 


c.) have been adapted to make the same impres-| second place, he will show that tne: se 


P att latom 


sion on their minds. He has sometimes spoken | not very much affected him. Thirdly, it will be a 
freely and in terms of strong disapprobation of | modest hint to the minister that he has preached 
Dr. 'Taylor’s writings, and of the manner in which | about long enough, and should bring his sermon to 


he had conducted the controversy. He has also|a close. Fourthly, it will take up a portion of the 
made such statements in regard to his own senti-| time and attention, so that a part of the sermon, 
ments as to convince them that he could not adopt certainly, (if not the whole,) will pass by the man 
the New Haven opinions. as the idle wind, and be lost. Fifthly, it will show 
But notwithstanding all this, truth obliges me to| what estimate the man puts on the message of 
say, that,in my apprehension, Dr. Beecher is in @| grace. Sixthly, it will abstract the notice of 
high degree responsible for the spread of these | others around, and turn away their attention from 
opinions. It is through his influence more than | the message in like manner. Seventhly, it is an 
that of any other man, that they have gained s0|act very much in harmony with a passage of 
much favour in the eyes of the community. He/ Scripture: “ When will the new moon be gone, 
has been an apologist for them. He has had no/that we may sell corn; and the Sabbath that we 
sympathy with those who have been distressed on|may set forth wheat?” Amos viii, 1—Essex 
account of them, but has uniformly frowned on| Register. 

every expression of alarm. He has insisted that od 

the New Haven divines are orthodox and that KEEN RETORT. 

their sentiments are fraught with no dangerous} The heathen in the time of Tertullian were ac- 
tendencies. He has expressed it as his “ fuil and | customed to ridicule Christians on account of the 
deliberate belief” that these sentiments “ will pre- | crucifixion of their leader. Smarting under the 
vail and predominate both in New England and | Jash, Tertullian thus ironically replied, your gods 
elsewhere.” He has occasionally thrown out inti-| are made out of old pots and kettles, and the only 
mations “that the Theology of New England is| difference is the workmanship and consecration. If 
running down to natural inability, and old Calvin-| you expose us to tortures, your gods endure far 
ism—and waiting God’s time, and formality, and | greater. The carpenter must be guilty of profane- 
Triangularism”—that. “old Calvinism must go ness and sacrilege before he can make a god. You 
down”—that “the system of Calvinism needs to/ fix us to crosses and gibbets, but which of your 
be examined and discussed by a new and original | divinities does not endure similar severities? You 
investigation of all the points”—end that the re-| murder us with sword and spears, but your own 
sult will be, “the sifting out of false philosophy” | gods are treated far worse; the axe, the saw, the 
and the burning up of “ wood, hay, and stubble ;” | chisel, are only some of the instruments of cruelt 
enough of which he thinks there is even in New| with which you torment them. Our heads arc} 
England, “if brought out and laid on one pile to|severed from our bodies but your gods have no 
make a great bonfire.” Although I write “cur-| heads till they are fastened on with solder or glue. 
rente calamo,” J am not writing at random. 1/{ You expose us to the flames, and there your idols 
state nothing of which I have not the proof in my | are melted before they can assume the dignity of 
possession. divinities. You condemn us to the mines and 


In the meantime, the New Haven divines, and| from thence is dug the substance of your gods. 
all their adherents have considered Dr. Beecher as| You a'so banish us to some of those Islands, 
agreeing with them in sentiment, and siding with| where some of your gods were born, and some 
them in their controversies. They have not hesi-| were Duried. 

tated to make use of his name in public and in pri- 

vate—in conversation—in letters, and through the FAITHFUL PREACHING. 
press, to promote the prevalence of their views;} Sinners cannot bear plain-dealing, and when their 
and so far as | have known, he has not been dispo- | darling sin is struck at, their hearts swell with indig- 
sed to contradict their statements. He has seemed | nation. ‘I hate him,’ says king Ahab, concerning 
at least, to be willing to have them understand that Micaiah, ‘ for he doth not prophecy good concern- 
he did accord with them in their views, and plans, ing me, but evil.’ When John the Baptist came 
and measures.—Dr. Taylor has been in the habit | to touch on Herod’s particular sin, his beloved He- 
of submitting his controversial articles to Dr. Bee-| rodias, then John’s head must go four it. A profane 
cher for inspection previous to their publication. gentleman once said of a godly preacher, ‘IIe 
This was the fact in regard to the Review of Dr. | divides his text like a scholar, and follows his doc- 
Tyler’s Remarks, published in the Christian Spec- | trine like a logician, but the devil cannot stand his 
tator for September, 1832, some account of which application.’ 
I gave you in my seventh letter. It was true in 

regard to Dr. ‘l'aylor’s communications for the 

Spirit of the Pilgrims, in his controversy with Dr. 

Tyler. In one instance Dr. Beecher took so much 

liberty with a communication, that Dr. Taylor in a 
future number had occasion to make the following 
remark! “Herel shall first advert to an error in 
phraseology which though not my own, occurred 
in some instances in my reply to Dr. Tyler’s Re- 
marks. This arose from the insertion of a passage, 
while my reply was passing through the press, by 
one of the conductors of the Spirit of the Pilgrims. 
For the liberty thus taken, I am not disposed to 
censure my friend, considering our long intimacy, 
THE COINCIDENCE OF OUR VIEWS ON THEOLOGICAL 
SUBJECTS, and the desire from which it sprung, of 
giving an additional illustration of my opinions.” 
That Dr. Beecher is the “ friend” here referred to, 
was well understood, and you will perceive that 
Dr. Taylor here, in this public manner, claims “a 
coincidence of views” with Dr. Beecher, “on Theo- 
logical subjects.” was published under Dr. 
Beecher’s own eye, and suffered to pass without 
contradiction. Ali the young men who have come 
out from the New Haven School, and all others 
who have adopted the peculiar sentiments of that 
School, have represented Dr Beecher as an advo- 
cate of these sentiments. It has been proclaimed 
by them through the length and breadth of the 
land; and it is owing to their representations, 
more than to those of any other persons, that the 
orthodoxy of Dr. Beecher has been co extensively 
suspected. Some of his intimate friends, particu- 
larly Mr. Nettleton, did for a long time, feel au- 
| thorised to contradict these representations. He 


did suppose from statements which Dr. Beecher 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


The American Tract Society printed during the 
past year more than one hundred and twenty-five 
millions of pages in five millions of publications, in- 
cluding two hundred and thirty thousand volumes 
of works larger than. tracts. It has remitted 
$35,000 for foreign translation and publication. 
Its receipts from sales were $59,000, and from do- 
nations about $72,000. Balance due by the So- 
ciety, $15,000. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. . 

The number of Bibles printed in the past year 
is 202,000; the number distributed, in fifteen dif- 
ferent Janguages, 206,240. The New Testament 
has been printed in embossed letters, for the blind. 
Receipts from sales, . 44,435; from donations, 
$46,143. 
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SOUTH INDIA MISSIONARIES. 


nevally, South India, have sent us their semi- 
annual report, for the period ending in June last. 
It appears, from this document, that they have un- 
der their charge 63 “chapels or prayer-houses,” 
1835 families, in 189 villages, the whole number 
of souls being 6356. Messrs. Rhenius, Schaffer, 
Muller, and Lechler are the missionaries, who are 
assisted by 96 catechists and others. These minis- 
ters appeal to us for a supply -.of our publications. 
They say that during the last year they were una- 
ble to give any English books, excepting a few 
Bibles and tracts, to their seminarists, of whom 
there are 25 preparing to become teachers in the 
schools and congregations.—S, S, Journal, 


is doctrinal views with 


cher called Mr. Nettleton to an account for report- 


From what I have written you will perceive 
that in the estimation of some of his brethren, the | 


aside to him, and from writings which he read to | 


which was expressed in their letters to him which | R 


Charleston Union 


Reported for the Presbyterian.. 
“?ROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION. 
Puitapetruia, May 11, 1837. 


Tie Convention called by the committee a 
poitted by the minority of the General pened 
of B36, met this day at 11 o’clock, A.M. in the 
Sixti Presbyterian Church, in this city, and was 
temporarily organized by the appointment of the 
Rev. James Blythe, D. D. as Chairman, and the 


ev.T. D. Baird, Clerk. 

_ Ater prayer by the Chairman, it was 

. Risolved, That Dr. Cuyler, and Mr. Coe, minis- 
terand Mr. W. Lowrie, elder, be a committee to 
receve the commissions of the delegates and re- 
port ‘heir names to-morrow morning. 


_Reolved, That the Rev. Dr. Baxter, Dr. Jun- 
km, md Messrs. A. D. Campbell, H. H. Hopkins, 
S. H:Crane, H.S. Pratt, and J. M. C. Irwin, be a 
comnittee to report a list of officers, and a set of 
rulesfor the due organization of the body to-mor- 
row norning. 

Reolved, That the Convention will spend this 
day i! humiliation and prayer before God, to seek 
the dvine aid and direction in those important du- 
ties ti which we arecalled. The public exercises 
of theday shall consist in prayer, singing, and ex- 
hortaton, under the direction of the Chairman, and 
a Sermon shall be preached in the evening. 
Acording to the above resolution, the Conven- 
tion agaged in religious exercises, in which Drs. 
Baxter, Witlerspoon, Green, and Mr. Coe led in 
praye. 

An! the Convention took a recess till half past 
3 o’chck this afternoon. 

Aftr the recess, the Convention met and re- 
sume the religious exercises of the day, Dr. Jun- 
kin, Nr. Tate, and Mr. Krebs led in prayer, and 
Dr. Guiding and Mr. Plamer delivered suitable 
addreses. 

A-Sermon was preached in the evening by the 
Rev. br. Wilson, of Cincinnati, from John xiv. 1. 
“ Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in 
God, believe also in me.” 

Adjurned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 
Conclided with prayer. 


Friday morning, May 12— 9 o'clock. 
Tht Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 
Openrd with prayer. 
Tht minutes of yesterday were read. oe 
Dr. Cuyler, from the committee on Commissions, 


reported the following list of persons duly commis- 
sioned to sit as members of the Convention. 


ROLL OF THE CONVENTION. 


Elders. 
Walter Lowrie 


Prestyteries. Ministers. 


Hegh J. W. Johnston 

Ananias Platt® 
Bedford Reuben Frame_ John Owen 
Baltimore R. J. Breckinridge 

G. W. Musgrave 
Beaver Wm. O. Stratton James Adair 
Blairsville Watson Hughes Joseph Cook 
Columbus Elias Vandeman Wm. Patterson 
Carlisle Thomas Creigh David Fullerton: 


M. B. Patterson 

Thomas Smyth* 

W A McDowell, DD* 

J. 1. Wilson, D. D.* Wm. C imback 


Cincinzrati 

Concord Walter S. Pharr G. Andrews 
Ernie S. Tait J. MceCrackin 
Rast Manover S.Plumer John Dunn 

H. S. Pratt 

Donald Fraser, jr. 
Harmony J. Witherspoon, D.D John C, Coit 
Hopewell C. W. Howard 

Huntingdon M. K. Williamson Henry Long 
Fayetteville Archibald McQueen Dayid G, Coit 
Flint River T. Goulding, D. D. 

Indianopolis J. W. MeKennan 
Kaskaskia J. Stafford James H. Rice 
Louisiana James Smylie Nath. Smylie 
Louisville H. H. Hopkins a 
Lancaster Samucl a Robert Miller 
sex) John Hendren 
Matin James Blythe, D.D. Robert Marshall 
Missianippi J. A. Vancourt 

Miami Simeon If. Crane David Osborne 


The German missionaries in the district of Tin-|. 


Morgantown 


Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 2d 


Susquehanna 
Steubenville 


West Hanover 


Watertown 
Western District 
West Lexington 


A. L. Watts 


Nashville James Galbraith John Patten 
New Brunswick Isaac V Brown John Voorhees 
J. L. Shater David H. Vail 


New Castle J. N.C. Grier John Robinson 
W. F. Houston Nath, W, Semple 

New York, Geo, Potts Samuel Boyd | 
John Goldsmith James Lenox 

Newton George Junkin, DD. ‘Thomas McKeen 

B. J. Lowe G. W. Smith | 

Northumberland John H. Grier J. B. Boyd 

Orange Eli W. Caruthers 

Ohio T. D. Baird Gladden 
A. D. Campbell Thomas Kiddvo 

Ontario John H Redington* 

Oxford P. H. Galliday 


Wm. M, Engles Charles J. Davis 
John W, Grier Charles Woodward 
C.C, Cuyler, D. D. James Darrach 


Redstone Wm, Annan Nathaniel Ewing 
Richlind Adam Torrence James B, Turner 
Rochester Jacob Hart* 
Sidney James Coe ‘Thomas Marquis, sr. 
Sonth Carolina Anthony W. Ross J. W. Simpson, 
Schuyler W.K. Stewart W. Bailey 


John Dorrance Isane Harris 


Benjamin Mitchell 


Salem Alex, Williamson 

Trumbull Enoch Bouten* 

Troy Reuben Smith* 

‘Tuscaloosa N. R. Morgan David Johnson 
Vincennes Hugh H. Patten Minard S. Smith 


G. A. Baxter,D. D. Samuel C, Anderson 
Andrew Hart 
E. H. Snowden* 
Samuel Hodge 
Charles Stuart 


James Greer 
J. M. C. Irwin 


Winc'iester William H. Foot 
Washington James Harvey Jaco’ Slagle 
Wooster Thomas Beer Joseph MeComb 


* Appointed by minorities, 


The committee to nominate officers and prepare 


rules, made a report which was adopted, and is as 
follows: viz. 


President—Rev. George A. Baxter, D. D. 

Vice President—Rev. Cornelius C. Cuyler, D. D. 
Clerks—-Rev. T. D. Baird, and Rev. Horace S. 
Pratt. 


Resolved, That the rules contained in the Pres- 
byterian book of Discipline be adopted as the rules 
by which this Convention will be governed, so far 
as they are applicable to our circumstances. 
Dr. Wilson and Mr. Engles were appointed a 
committee to correct the roll, and examine such 
commissions as may be yet presented to this body. 
A resolution was aa by Dr. Wilson to ap- 
point a committee of two members from each 
Synod represented in this Convention to prepare 
business. ‘This motion was lost, and 
The Convention went into committee of the 
whole on the state of the Church, Dr. Witherspoon 
in the chair; and Dr. Wilson presented a memorial 
from the minority of the Presbytery of Cineinnati, 
after which the committee rose, reported progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again. 
The Convention took a recess till this afternoon 
at half past 3 o’clock. : 


Half past 3 o'clock. 


After recess, the Convention went into com- 
mittee of the whole, Dr. Wilson in the chair. 

Mr. 8S. Wilson presented a memorial from the 
Presbytery of Lancaster. 

Mr. Hughes a memorial from the Presbytery of 
Blairsville. 

Mr. Engles, of Philade!phia, submitted a paper 
in the fourm of an overture to the General Assem- 
bly, with a series of resolutions. 

Dr. Cuyler submitted on his own behalf, a series 
of resolutions, expressive of the present state and 
duty of the Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Cuyler a'so presented a letter from the Rev. 
John Kennedy of Canonsburg, containing a series 
of resolutions. 

Dr. Cuyler presented a letter from Rev. Robert 
G. Wilson of the Presbytery of Miami. 

Mr. Bouton, of the Presbytery of Trumbull, sub- 
mitted a series of resolutions. 

Mr. Creigh presented a memorial from the Pres- 
bytery of Carlisle. | 

Mr. Torrance presented a memorial and resolu- 
tions from the Presbytery of Richland. 


Mr. Wiruersproon moved that the committee 
rise and report, with the view of submitting the 
papers now read, and others that might be hereaf- 
ter presented, to a committee who should take 
them into consideration, and prepare resolutions 
for the action of the Convention. He was willing 
to sit to-day, and to-morrow, and Monday, to hear 


| 


all that might be offered; but it was highly im- 


portant to be ready to goto the General Assembly, 

next week, with all our plans matured and agreed 
upon; and for this purpose a committee was ne- 
cessary to whom the papers now read might be 
submitted. 


Mr. Barrp suggested that as there were numer- 
ous reports afloat concerning certain judicatories, 
who were charged with not having adopted the 
Confession of Faith, it were better to defer rising 
for a little while, that we might hear the facts in 
the case, which it was believed there were brethren 
present able to communicate and verify. 


Dr. Buytue said that the judicatories of the 
Church and individuals might be treated on the 
same principle. Common fame isa good ground 
of procedure in both. Thirty-three or four years 
ago, the Synod of Kentucky knew it to be difficult 
to try any man for heresy; but they appointed a 
commission to visit the parts where heresy was re- 
ported to exist, to inquire and report. The sus- 
pected Presbyteries were not allowed to sit in Sy- 
nod till the affair was settled. The Synod acted, 
cut off the unsound, and restored peace to the or- 
thodox. Why may not the next General Assembly 
do the same thing? It is borne on the wings of 
common fame, that some Presbyteries are not real- 
ly Presbyterian. Let us get the facts in the case. 
And let these be presented before the Assembly, 
with a view of getting that body to appoint a com- 
mission to visit the Western Reserve, or a neigh- 
bouring State, even. [New York.] If this course be 
taken, you exclude from your judicatories those who 
are charged with unsoundness until the affair is 
issued ; and you gain two things—first, yout put out 
those who trouble you—and second, you will be pre. 
pared to administer wholesome admonition to the 
suspected. | 
‘his course will show that you are cautious of 
the character of your brethren. You will not im- 
peach them till inquiry is made in an orderly man- 
ner. But ifsomething of this kind is not done what 
will the world say? — | 
We are now told by common fame that twelve 
Presbyteries are unsound. Would you let me sit 
down with you at the Lord’s table, when common 
fame charged me with offences which ought to ex- 
clude me? Neither should we hesitate to exclude 
men from acting with us, till their innocence is 
manifest, while there is a notorious common fame 
against their character as Presbyterians. ase 
Dr. JunxIn offered a resolution, that the ortho- 
dox would agree not to go into the Assembly, un- 
less the Synod of the Western Reserve were ex- 
cluded. ‘wo years ago, it was notorious that 
there were but two Presbyterian Churches on the 
Reserve, and yet there were fourteen Commis- 
sioners from that Synod in the General Assembly, 
voting down the representatives of the Presbyte- 
rian Churches. There is common fame enough to 
cut off that Synod at the outset. 3 


Mr. R. J. Brecxinrmce said—all that is pro- 
posed, refers to what the Assembly ought to do. 
We must go tothe Assembly. We can do nothing 
here. I am just where | used to be. But I am 
opposed to violent action. Let us do nothing which 
cannot be fully justified. It is vain to hope that 
you can exclude the persons against whom these 
speeches and memorials are aimed. There is no 
power any where that can do it. — 
We ought to get information in regard to the 
great fundamental doctrines that are attacked and 
denied, and confine our action to a proper repre- 
sentation of the state of the case. I would pro- 
pose the calling of the roll, and ask every member 
of this committee questions somewhat of the fol- 
lowing sort: viz. | 

1. What doctrines of the Presbyterian Church 
are denied in the region in which you live? 
2. What false doctrines are preached among 


done te arte trial; but if you get a commission 
you exclude persons and judicatories suspected 
until the result is ascertained. ey 

I suppose also that measures can be taken in rew 
gard to the Home Missionary Society, and the 
American Education Society. | 

These views depend on the supposition that we 
have a majority in the General Assembly. My 

ope is, that we may have. But if we are in a 
minority, I cannot say what can be done. I hope 
that this Convention will continue in existence. 

_So far as I can judge,—if there is to be a seces- 
sion, it had better be effected by Synods. If indi- 
viduals secede, their number must be small. Many. 
orthodox men may be willing to do so but they 
will move slowly. I would prefer an amicable 
separation, by compromise—but I doubt much 
whether this can be effected. 

Further remarks were made by Dr. Junkin, Mr. 
Ewing, Mr. Smylie, &c., propocing that the roll 
be called with a view of getting information in 
respect to the state of the Church: when it was 
_ Resolved, ‘That the rol] be called by Presbyte- 
ries, 

On calling the roll it was stated by Mr. John- 
son, of the Presbytery of Alleghany, that his Pres- 
a is sone to division except as a last re- 
sor 
Mr. Owen, Presbytery of Bedford. Believe the 
Church in danger. Evidently we are not agreed, 
and cannot walk together. Let us Jet the question 
of slavery alone; this question will be used by the 
New-school to divide us. 

The committee rose,—and reported progress— 
and asked leave to sit again. 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morn- 
ing at 9 o’clock. 
Concluded with prayer. 


Saturday May 13, 1837. 
The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 
Begun with prayer. 
‘The minutes of yesterday were read. 
The Convention went into committee of the 
whole ; Dr. Wilson in the chair. The calling of 
the roll was resumed, and : 


Mr. Rosert J. Brecktnriveg£ of the Presbytery of 
Baltimore said, That for some time he had been out 
of the way of the conflicts in the Church; and if he 
might be supposed to know less of them on that 
account, he could at least speak of them dispassion- 
ately. He would speak merely to principles. 
For a year past, notwithstanding increased excite- 
ment, he had seen nothing toalter his opinion of 
the state of the Church as he had viewed it for 
three or four years past. I believe now as I be- 
lieved then, that the differences in doctrine are so 
great among us that there must be a division; I 
believed then that hundreds of ministers were 
astray, when others said there were only a few. 
Then I, and others were condemned for urging the 
differences that exist. I believed the evidence ay 
complete in regard to the existence of error as it is 
now. It was then recorded in Mr. Barnes’ publica- 
tions, in those of Dr. Taylor, in Mr. Duffield’s 
book, and before all, in Dr. Beman’s. I see no oc- 
casion for increased excitement. The decision on 
the Foreign Missionary question of the last As- 
sembly, was an outrage; but preceding Assem- 
blies had already implied the same decision to re- 
fuse a Presbyterian organization. All the great. 
principles that are developed in our system were 
intrenched on years ago as fully as now. I say 
this not to condemn those that are waking up to 
the sight of the evils that exist, but to exonerate 
myself from the possible charge, that I am willing 
to step off from the ground which | formerly oc- 
cupied. A great change has taken place indeed, 
but it consists in many seeing, what they never saw 
before. The inference from that fact is, that if 
two or three years have effected so great a change; 


‘vou! 
3. What departures from church order exist and 


are allowed among you; and what contrary princi- 
ples are acted upon! | 
4. What evils exist contrary to the discipline of 


the Church? 
5. What evils have resulted from the action of 


if tne small baud of 1651 became the majority of 
1835; if few testified then against error, and many 
do so now; if many agree now who then differed ; 
if venerable brethren once opposed:to us, now sit 
with us in Conventions and Assemblies, and are 
now of one mind with us; and there has no change 


Voluntary Associations among you? 

6. What Presbyteries and Synods have departed 
so far from the principles of our Confession that 
you can no longer hold fellowship with them? 

Our strength lies in going into the discussion of 
fundamental truths. Let us take our stand here; 
that the errors of the new divinity are Pelagian- 
ism, and of dangerous and destructive tendency to 
the souls of men. 


Dr. Baxrer: I understand that the object of 
our going into committee is to get at the facts, 


| that we may judge from them what are the emer- 


gencies and duties of the Church. I hope that 
what facts exist may come to light. In our general 
views we are unanimous; that the purity of the 
Church is endangered; and that something must 
be done. But we differ as to the mode of relief. 

I have observed that there is unanimity on one 
point,—that is, that the connexion with Northern 
Associations is injurious, anti-Presbyterian, and 
ought to come to an end. 

As to some suggestions of Dr. Junkin, I cannot 
support them. We have no constitutional autho- 
rity here. We meet merely to consult, in the ex- 
ercise of a proper right, and to present our views 
to the General Assembly. 

But if we take the ground that we are a part of 
the judicatories of the Church, and proceed to ex- 
communicate our brethren, we assume high judi- 
cial powers, and array public opinion against us. 


There are still many orthodox men who have 
not yet waked up to defend the purity of the 
Church. In the Southern churches, we are just 
waking up. In the South, we are just about 
where the North was at the beginning of the pre- 
sent century. Then the Synod of Kentucky was 
prompt to discipline existing heresy, and was 
countenanced by her neighbours,—but the North- 
ern brethren were afar off from the danger and did 
not feel it so much. Thus is it with us of the 
South. If high-handed, and apparently unconsti- 
tutional measures are taken, it will greatly injure 
us. There is great distrust as to the designs of 
the orthodox: it is supposed that the friends of the 
Constitution propose to alter the constitution. And 
if the Convention resolve to set aside Synods and 
excommunicate them, it will injure us by confirm- 
ing these fears. 

But if we take another course,—and present 
our views respectfully to the General Assem- 
bly,—that the connexion with the Congregational 
churches ought to be dissolved, we are not step- 
ping beyond our sphere. And if it be established, 
as it can be, that Synods and Presbyteries are un- 
sound and unpresbyterian,—it is easy to take the 
proper course. Appoint a commission to bring 
them to account; you exclude them from acting 
‘until the matter is decided; and the very measure 
will induce them peaceably to withdraw from our 
connexion: and thus the orthodox will be in the 
majority. 

t is proper to take ful] ground in regard to the 
doctrines which are in danger. Let it be set forth 
to the satisfaction of the public, as can be done by 
a commission, that taking certain books,—no mat- 
ter what may be said of many passages being 
contradictory,—there are whole paragraphs which 
impugn some of the important doctrines of the 
Gospel, and which change our entire system. 
If certain views, in certain books now current, as to 
original sin and justification, are to be considered 
the views of the Presbyterian Church, I had rather 
be a Methodist. I would say that the Presbyte- 
rian doctrines are further from the doctrines of 
grace, and leave less to Christ in the justification 
of man, than the Arminian system. 

Exhibit these facts. For there has been a great 
want here. There is great ignorance in relation 
to them. There has not been enough of explana- 
tion as to the dangerous tendency of these things. 
Such an exhibition will justify the Assembly in 
instituting a commission. 

I would confine myself to this. Do away the 
evils of our foreign connexions; and get a com- 
mission to inquire and report. Nothing can be 


taken place in me, of which I am conscious, { take 
courage in view of these facts, and hope that new 
developements wil] take place, and new aspects of 
things will appear, which other brethren shall see 
and be affected by them—and therefore, I desire 
that all that shall be done, shall be to hold up 
facts, principles, and arguments, which shalt lead 
brethren to see, who now see not, and that further 
space may be given for repentance. 

There is evident hope in the past. If we throw 
our controveersy on the points of the case, we leave 
a door open ; the experience of five years promises 
an augmentation of our strength ; and we may yet 
save many asound and orthodox man, 

Let it be recollected too, that to get apart from 
the unsound, is not the only thing to be done. It. 
must not be done on principles which may destrey 
ourselves. The Methodist Protestant Church, 
after the separation from the original body, esta- 
blished principles which it appears to me will gra- 
dually destroy them. There are many ways to go 
out—and get apart; but it is important to know 
how to go; and if Providence shows us not how we 
are to separate in safety, it isa clear indication to 
me that His will is that we shall not attempt the 
separation. We are promised daily bread, for our 
wants; and so are we promised light for our path. 
But we have no promise for the third or the fourth 
step beyond the present. We must see the step to 
which we are shut up by the providence of God, 
and he who goes before he sees it, wil] repent. I 
have asked an hundred brethren, “ what is your 
view of getting apart?” Yet not one has given 
mea clear, distinct, detailed statement which he 
was willing toadopt. God has yet to reveal to us 
a clear, plain way of getting apart; and we must 
lie low at His feet, and ask the way. 

I observe, farther, that there is danger of our 
mixing up principles which are foreign from the 
great controversy. If you throw in new elements, 
you derogate something from the truth. This isa 
great controversy, in which we are engrossed about 
doctrine and order, and I protest against the intro- 
duction of any other concern, as for instance, the 
subject of slavery, to which allusion has been gra- 
tuitously made. 

I do not intend to discuss this subject; but my 
mind is made up on it, and I am willing to go to the 
stake upon my principles. But I hope here to set- 
tle a great controversy, and not to be embarrassed 
by introduction of the vexed question of slavery. 

We are a Convention met about doctrine and or- 
der—the very quintessence of Presbyterianism. 
But if we discuss slavery, it will trench on the 
great controversy, and absorb it, as Aaron’s rod de- 
voured al] the other rods. 

I stand on the decisions of the General Assem- 
bly while it was yet the Synod of New York and 
New Jersey,—and the decisions of the same body 
reiterated again and again, from 1785 to 1818, [ 
cannot unsay what our fathers said. We must not 
be asked to do it. We cannot eat those words, 
Let not our brethren come to us, in the time of 
trouble, and offer to assist us, only on condition of 
our changing. We are discussing the great prin- 
ciples which concern salvation, and the integrity 
of the Presbyterian Church, and must not be asked 
to change old Presbyterian principles on the sub- 
ject of slavery. It is ruinous to the souls of men, 
and hazarding the truth, to make such a demand, ~ 
as the price of Jabouring together with us. i 

I deprecate the introduction of the subject :-— 
I will not recede from what my fathers did—but ] 
will not lay any other burden on my brethren, 

Once more. The ground of the signers of the 
Act and Testimony was, never to give up the ship. 
Let us struggle till our brethren refuse to hear us, 
or till they cast Us out. Let us labour to reform 
the Church in doctrine and discipline. We are 
covenanted to this object. You and I and three 
hundred ministers, and twenty-five hundred elders 
are bound together by that covenant. It was aD 
effectual covenant. In the Baltimore Presbytery 
no man dares or dared to trench on the principles 
of the Confession of Faith. If Mr. Burchard, or 
Mr. Finney had appeared within our bounds, and 
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RESBYTERIAN. 


| ntation in any of our state legislatures, would | to which Mr..Breckinridge has referred, created no | total corruption, and even justification by faith are 


carried on as they did with impunity, to the shame | minority—not accidental minority,—but we. septration fromthe New-echool, we might pe-| prese > which Mr. Br has by faith 
shal ‘a majority. If the last Asseml ly have’ just ministers @nough to form an orthowx | justly clothe this body and the whole Presbyterian | dissatisfaction in the Sou Twas a member of that | all perverted. There is great ice against 
who never touched and er blies not rh J y ter ifthe Resorts. Church with odium and suspicion. We know full| Assembly, and of the committee which recom-|the Old-school. Many complain of their bitter- 


would ha rraigned iscip- | and 
Y opponents multiply like rogs. They 
planets, license, and settle men faster than you 


a Bat if the next Assembly be Old-school, what 
shall we dot If reform be impossible the impera- 


We must | till the way be clear to sepa- 
rate. Lat us try to find-out that way. 
Ma. >Musdrave.' I wonder that there is any 
l for facts. If any man is in darkness, let him 


fa my knowledge extends, and comnon | well, however, that the foregoing subject might be | mended that action. oe _ , | ness; and yet 1 have seen greater bitterness 
PM repents it loudly, ae ministers who wad | far more safely discussed here, that whose in-|_ The South is agitated by the disposition which fem thass whe claim to be the exclusive lovers 
haye jomed that Agsociation, were restrained by. troduction we wish to prevent. Either of the] is manifested to bring the subject of abolition into | of peace and harmony. 
the influence of Dr, Beecher, who wanted then in | foregoing reasons would fix our purposes on this|the Assembly. This is what we deprecate. If me members of my own Presbytery: when I 
the General Assembly to help Mr. Barnes. subject. But we have other reasons which tend | the General Assembly will stand on its old ground | took the “ Presbyterian,” said they had rather take 
As to the doctrines preached ; I have hear a it will not admit the subject of abolition. Andthat|an infidel publication. And elders and members 


i 


Barnes’ Notes, and the Christian Spectator, 


tive alternative is—separation. For if we attempt 


member of the Presbytery of Grand River, h a 


greatly to strengthen our determinations, such as, 
4. That any action on this subject not asked for | is all we want. 


of the Church, seem afraid that the Church will 


by us, necessarily proceeds upon a heavy indict- 
ment inst the morality of the people in the | asked leave to sit again. 
slave-holding states. It immediately arraigns us| The Convention adjourned till Monday morning, 
as guilty, and puts us upon our defence. The people | at nine o’clock. 

most concerned in the question of slavery, ought! Concluded with prayer. 


to be the party wishing for action. But we have : 

never asked for any thing to be done by the As- Co Monday morning, May 15, 9 0 clock, A. M. 
sembly on this subject. If there be any immo-| 7 was opened be: 
rality in the manner of holding slaves under the r. BLYTHE spoke at some length in opposition 
laws or contrary to the laws of any state, the | © measures of separation. He wanted to contend. 
Church Session or the Presbytery, is the proper Was opposed to cutting off any Synod till tried, 
court in which to commence process, and not the and presented a series of resolutions, which were 
Assembly, which is the court of final judicature. | /#id on the table. 


to remain, we shall be split into factions—Synods, 
Presbyteries, churches, ministers, will gradually 
secede. Let us give up every personal predilec- 
tion. Let us cling together, and strive for vic- 
tory, or fall in the effort. Union is strength not 
only» but salvation. If we are divided, we are gone 
orever. 


Mr. Apatr, of the Presbytery of Beaver. His Pres- 
bytery were unanimous to sustain this Convention 
in reform or separation. Living near the Synod of 
the Western Reserve, Mr. Adair said he would 
communicate some facts in relation to the way of 
making New-school ministers. “is 


The committee rose, reported ress, and | be destroyed if we op in the pulpit the errors 
which are opposed to the 

‘There is great darkness in relation to the true 
state of the Church, for want of proper vehicles of 
information. 

Mr. Redington made many minute statements, 
touching the general neglect of catechetical in- 
struction; in deference to men’s opinions ; super- 
ficial examinations by sessions and Presbyteries ; 
ignorance of doctrines, hurried admission of mem- 
bers to the churches; neglect of discipline: and 
the utter hopelessness especially of disciplining a 
man for unsoundness in the faith; irregularities in 
calling, transferring, and settling ministers; and 


sermon say, “The question may be asked, ‘Is 
not God able to convert all men? I would say io! 
not a single soul: for conversion is not by divine 
power, for saith the Scripture ‘ Not by might, nor 
by power,’” leaving out the last of the teat, anl so 
perverting it to the opposite of what it staes. 
“Conversion is effected by moral suasion. od 
reasons with men; persuades them, and they ar to 
perform the act of regeneration.” __ 

My own Church is the only one in my oie i 
tery, of which I have knowledge that 1s stritly 
Presbyterian. 

The doctrine of perfectionism is taught at Over- 


him also turn tothe Voluntary Associations,—. 
ll not benevolent, but party engines,— 
let:him sec the construction and operation, 
fully adjusted to propagate ‘Tay- 
vert Presbyterianism. j 

to the-state of the:case. I want to consult 
 Grethrén,‘as tothe way of remedying the 
‘which exist.’ [rejoiced to-hear my colleague, 
‘to listen yesterday to the venerable President, 
r. .): And my hope is that the South will 
all atouse tod see’ the true state of things. 

Is: there we that orthodoxy will triumph by 
discussion 


réad the doctrines which are recorded there. 
m 


bpp 


reat as results have been hitherto, | 
Dr. Junxin replied, and alluded to the policy of 


a  wameimea are yet to be awaked who are asleep, . are | ‘~.| lin. There is a minister of the Presbytery of Oier- | We utterly refuse to be accused or tried en masse ; 
that this alone will not give a triump lin, who said in a public meeting in my hearag, | for any thing. the New School, who would have us go to the | the rapid multiplication of ministers by hurrying 
. asi .ene- ’ “I would trample the Catechism under my fet.”| 5. The men most ready and prominent in agita- | Assembly expecting a majority there, but without | young men into the ministry who were utterly un- 


ought indeed to-diecuss, expose 
Bones will yet see what is necessary to be done. 
t we forget the machinery that is at work against 
us; metinfacturing and sending out ministers so 
idly, that if we simply wait, discuss, and do not 
act,-in twelvé..months our case will be entirely 


religion, had his faith renewed during an excite- 
ment in the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches, 
and joined the Presbyterian Church. He acknow- 
ledged that for ten years he had no regard for 
religion, and professed sorrow. He remained about 
a year, when he resolved to be a preacher; and a 


prepared. Mr. Redington knows one missionary 
of the American Board of Commissioners for Fo- 
reign Missions who was sent out last fall, and was 
a Finneyite. 3 

Mr. Redington (as well as Mr. Snowden) advo- 
cates a separation, if it can be effected on sound, 


ting the subject were in Paul’s time men who| any plan arranged in case we should be in a mi- 
knew little or nothing of it, but raved about ques- nority. 

tions. We have no reason to believe that human fr, Musgrave spoke in justification of his state- 
nature is changed for the better, and we do believe | ment of a conversation made on Saturday, on the 
that if those who now agitate the subject, under- | pound that it was not confidential, and he had also 
stood it, they would immediately desist. 


This is the language and spirit of Oberlin nen 
among us. 

We used to send our members to the Assenbly 
in alphabetical rotation. But when it becamemy 
turn, the rule was changed, so as to exclude me. 


} 1ens., . ear ago h t to Oberlin. The rs last} | (These statements were made in answer \ va- been urged by venerable members of the Presby- | cate It ci 
. i . e of our brethren are already clear that the rl HPs tion er he was ~oxctles gp tre rious questions proposed in the committee toMr.| 6. We would be basely recreant to our own | terian Chane and of that house, to detail the facts: | scriptural, and safe principles. 
| t. state of ‘things is no longer tolerable. | ,.an Evangelist. He studied just five months. This | Bouton. ) : good and that of our servants if we should meet to | he had not mentioned the name of the individual} Mr. Hart, Presbytery of Rochester, has seen 


discuss this subject any where, and especially out 


of the bounds of our respective states. We mean great departures from Presbyterian principles ;— 


rf ‘hey will ‘have a reform, or separation. I was! man constantly spoke of the Confession of Faith,| Mr. Huaues, of the Presbytery of Blairsulle, with whom that conversation was held—and it was 
at the examination of a gentleman who was to be 


last Assembly, I hoped that many who acted with 


slow myself to come to this judgment. Up to the 


the New School were with us in doctrine. So, 
some active partizans acknowledged to me ;—but 
that when the issue would be fairly made, they 
would be found on the side of truth. 

1 confess my sin, which was my credulity. I 
tried to assure my brethren that their fears were 
exaggerated. But in the great pitched battle, last 
spring, every man on the opposite side was found 
acting shoulder to shoulder against the truth ; and 


_ became so ultra, that the most dignified and liberal 


paper was voted down. I became satisfied, that 
they were all alike; we could not trust them. 
This seems illiberal. But the time is come to un- 
bosom ;—Sir, I cannot believe their professions. I 
will state a fact. 

In the Assembly of 1836, an influential man, not 
a member, (Dr. Beecher] desired an interview with 
me. He professed orthodoxy which he said, he loved, 


the more he studied it. But said | how is it that you 


publish and act. so opoositely? ‘1 wish, said he, 
to explain that very point.” He referred to his 
northern location, and to the peculiar state of the 
controversy with the Unitarians, which was to be 
met in a peculiar way,—but since he had become 
a Presbyterian, he had revised and altered what 
was offensive in his phraseology and philosophy. 
He had the candour, as [ thought, to say he was 
wrong in his phraseology, and would so offend no 
more, but would preach the doctrines of the Con- 
fession of Faith as we preach them; and said if we 
could get over the present difficulties, the excite- 
ment would then subside. “ But,” said I, “ the 
Third Presbytery of Philadelphia gave the same 
pledges.” + Yes,” he replied, “but we are resol- 
ved to restrain our brethren. As to Mr. Barnes’ 
book, it is irreconcilable with the Confession . of 
Faith. And,”—this was said with all gravity— 
“Mr. Barnes ought himself to be willing to be 
censured, Let us condemn the doctrine, but spare 
_ Mr. Barnes did recant before the Assembly. Let 
it be known in this city, that such was the fact, 
and when he did this, | talked with the prosecu- 
tor, and in my simplicity, proposed that there should 
be a compromise. He agreed, if Mr. Barnes would 
consent ; it was about to be done, when Dr. Jun- 
kin, against my judgment indeed, but I had reason 
to thank him for it, addressed the Assembly in the 
case, and in the mean time, sixteen men who had 
been aground in the river, came into the Assembly 
and gave a clear majority to the New-school. Then, 
sir, all was over. e heard no more about con- 
demning doctrines, no more about the beauties of 


note most disgracefully. When he felt safe, not- 


withstanding his ample retraction, he alleged that 
be had made none, he still held as he always had 
held—and as to my good friend, 1 could not catch 
his eye at all. This is a part of the secret history 
of the Jast Assembly. 

When the New-school got the power in the As- 
sembly, they rode over us rough shod—they spared 
not our hearts—they tore the constitution to pieces 
they would show_us no mercy. 

Another fact. ‘This man has published a book 
which seems very orthodox. ‘T’o my surprise peo- 
ple here think it just the thing. But examine it; 
and while it is apparently orthodox, it is based on 
Pelagian philosophy. 

‘This same man preached, by report, a Calvinistic 
sermon in the morning, and an Arminian one in 
the afternoon : perhaps to restore the balance ; to 
administer an anodyne, when the first dose had 
been too much. 

.. Afterwards, he went to New England, I suppose 
to satisfy some people there, that he was not so 
ultra as he seemed; and in New Haven he reaf- 
firms his identity with New Havenisin, his con- 
currence with Taylorism: and yet this is the same 
man who had just professed his orthodoxy. 

_ As far as I know, these men are semi-pelagian, 
and design to revolutionize the Presbyterian 

Church. They cannot be trusted. Even if they 
aver orthodory, they won’t stay orthodox. 

What is to be done with such men? who are 
false and deceiverst We can’t live with them— 
we can have no peace with them—they are in op- 

sition to our principles and policy, and to moral 

onesty. ‘That we must get apart is clear. Mr. 
Breckinridge says we must not take a step in the 
But can we not legislate conditionally, and 
take the first step that is clear? Is not the course 
say _ If we have the power, as I hope we shal] 
ve—although I am not very sanguine—is it not 
clear that men who teach doctrines confessedly at 
variance with our standards must be cut off, and 
the institutions which divide and ruin us must be 
destroyed. Thisis clear. Let us then determine 
that those bodies which are corrupt shall be ar- 
raigned and tried. My plan would be to cite them, 
bring them to your bar, get a committee to present 
the facts to the next Assembly, and you exclude 
them from all power till the issue is settled. 

_ Other things are plain too. The union of 1801 
all agree is extra constitutional, if it be not un- 
constitutional. Even the Congregationalists ad- 
mit this. The Evangelist admits it. All know 
that the constitution does not authorise it, and 
that its operation is unfriendly to us. Is not this 
clear? Let us declare that great union was 
unconstitutional, unwise, and ruinous—and espe- 
cially as the other party have used it in bad faith, 
and perverted it, it is abrogated; for it never con- 
templated what has been done under it; as they 
have violated it, let us abrogate it. Yet let us have 
respect to precedent, antiquity, and the men that 
made it; let us kindly sever the cords, yet give 
time to the churches and ministers embraced in 
the plan of union, to become Presbyterian. 

But suppose we have not a majority in the Gene- 
ral Assembly. There are too propositions which 
may be made. 1. We may propose an amicable 


division. Let us try our brethren who say they 


love , and are tired of war, and that it is de- 
stractive of revivals—except about two months be- 
fore the meeting of the General Assembly. Well, we 
way 80 too. We are:sick and weary of their false- 
ness, and their assaults ; we want rest. And in the 
name of God, of the Church, and of the souls of 
men, let us have peace, and divide amicably, with- 
out bickeri or animosities, or resort to civil 
courts. As is our right, let us retain our name 
and institutions. Let them go: they have Auburn, 
Lane, Oberlin, all their institutions, beside one in the 
city of New York. There will be no hardships to 
them, but many advantages; the march of mind will 
be untrammelled, and the light of the nineteenth 
century will shine ra tn I should think they 
would be glad. to be separated from such a dull, 
i people as the Old-school. 
But suppose we cannot divide amicably. Al- 
though we cannot see at first, what to do, we must 
look about for > ee come to. ask you, and God 
‘the Father of lights;—let us look to him in prayer. 
"* Let us settle this, that if the New-school have 
the majority in the next Assembly, we are a dead 


and of the doctrines of atonement, imputation, 
ability, &c., as therein set forth, as abominable. 
This was done openly. I have frequently heard 
persons recognized as Presbyterian ministers, at 
protracted meetings, in that region, who preach 
that man has full ability to do all that God com- 
mands. And it is said in so many words, that it is 
“‘as absurd to suppose that God would command a 
man to do what he was unable to do, and punish 
him for disobedience, as it would be if he com- 
manded him to upset the meeting-house, and be- 
cause he could not do it, take a billet of wood and 
smash his brains out.” ‘God has done all he can 
to save you: the rest remains with you.” I have 
heard this. 

1 have heard from three to six sermons, in which 
nothing was said of Jesus Christ and his righteous- 
ness. Of all the preaching it might be said, it was 
impossible for a sinner to believe in Him of whom 
he had not heard. : 


Mr. Srratron, of same Presbytery. My Pres- 
bytery adjoins the Western Reserve. With but 
two exceptions, the Presbyteries there are reyarded 
by our party as anti-Presbyterian. 

There is among them a general disregard of 
the Confession of Faith. It is prominently held 
up to contempt. In the same town where I live a 
professed Presbyterian minister came to hold a 
protracted meeting. He said, “ the Confession of 
Faith says so and so, and the Bible “— the oppo- 
site; and | will go with the Bible.” This is com- 
mon throughout the Synod. ‘The Confession of 
Faith is held up as something opposed to the 
Bible; and it is therefore considered a mark of 
great courage to uphold the Bible. The ministers 
with whom I have conversed there, seem unani- 
mous in the error in regard to ability: they con- 
tinue to depart farther from truth, going beyond 
Hopkinsianism to Emmonism and Taylorism. ‘hey 
say that “regeneration is nothing but a change of 
purpose. Men have all power tv effect what a 
change of heart implies, that if you have had bad 
feelings you must have good ones. This is in 
your power. If you don’t exercise it, God will 
punish you.” There is no allusion, in the preach- 
ing of Presbyterian ministers, to regenerating 
grace; and the sinner is taught to depend on his 
own resources. There are some allusions to it indeed 
in prayer; but in sermons the idea is, that the more 
you keep the idea of dependence out of view the 
better: press obligation and the sinner will be 
compelled to change his purpose. 

As far as I know there is but one Presbyte- 
rian Church in Trumbul] Presbytery, and one in 


spoke of the greater regularity of the Presbytries 
of the Western Reserve within some years hck. 
The ministers wish to be Presbyterian, but the 
people prefer Congregationalism. Men are uged 
to remain connected with the Presbyterian churhes 
in order to strengthen those who are opposed t: the 
Confession of Faith. It is difficult to get hod of 


facts at present; for they are more on the aler;— | : 


and my own brother who lives in the Resere is 
very cautious about exposing the facts with wich 
he is acquainted. 


Mr. Smirn, of Charleston Union. I have leard 
many facts which have had influence on my nind. 
For we are moderate men at the South; and how 
but little of the state of things abroad. 

The Presbytery of Charleston Union last fall 
took an unanimous stand against Barnes’ book and 
in favour of orthodox principles. But at the sring 
meeting these decisions were reversed, on this 
wise. Our union is formed of ministers boh of 
Presbyterian and Congregational churches; and 
at the spring méeting, ministers who were no! pre- 
sent with us in the fall, appeared, and voted against 
us. And one Congregational minister who ‘oted 
with us throughout in the fal), when he foun the 
majority the other way declared that he had dis- 
sented at the time. ‘T'he majority used the pwer 
well; and late at might rescinded the vote o' the 
previous meeting. : 

It is well known, that some among us are Con- 
gregationalists in principle; who wish no centro- 
versy, for that is their policy ;—and we know that 
if the next Assembly should be New-school, nany 
are disposed in self-preservation to sweep away our 
Boards, or at least to revolutionize 
them. 

My opinion is, that whatever we do, should be 
done in such a way as to justify our action en the 
ground of Christian love and fidelity. 

I have been delegated here, by the minonty of 
my Presbytery, and also by my own church. Lay- 
men therefore, are ready to go for sound principles, 
in the spirit of Christian peace. 

I would remind the Convention that there s one 
point, on which our opinions are fixed. It is the 
subject of slavery. In regard to that subject, all 
we ask of you, and of the Assembly, is, that you 
will let us alone. We ask you to compromise no 
principle. But we would have you leave that 
question untouched. You need dono more. This 
we feel to be most important. We are with you in 
feeling in regard to the great subjects which are 
fundamental; and are ready to unite with you in 
fighting the battles of the Church. 


=x. 


to govern and control under our awful responsibil- 
ity to God alone, both our children and our ser- 
vants, and do for them, that which we believe to 
be most for their and aur benefit, without for a mo- 


ment tolerating any interference with our domes- 
tic relations. 

7. We testify what we do know, that nought but 
evil, pure, unmixed and dreadful evil has resulted 
to bond and free, black and white, throughout all 
the slave holding states, from the excitement 
which has prevailed on the subject out of those 
states and we are determined not to increase evils 
already so distressing. 

8. All that we, who reside in the slave holding 
states, say and do on the whole subject, is habitu- 
ally so perverted and our motivesare so misrepre- 
sented, that we think it best to avoid all discussion, 
and action, except such as may be necessary for 
self-defence Even were it proper at any time to 
say or do aught on the subject; the public mind is 
now ill prepared to receive in a good temper any 
thing that may come from us or from any other 
quarter on the subject. 

9. In a delegated body as large as the Assembly 
there will always be some who will avail them- 
selves of the opportunity, which discussion prece- 
ding other action affords, to make irritating and in- 
sulting speeches. Feeling no direct or immediate 
responsibility to those, who are peculiarly aggriev- 
ed by such remarks, they will even be wanton 
and cruel. We have no idea of needlessly permit- 
ting ourselves to be placed in a situation so un- 
pleasant. 

10. Should the Assembly after discussion, pass 
any vote on the subject, even by a large majority, 
no body will be bound by such vote except so far as 
it may favour their peculiar views. Consequently 
a battle fought one year, will be renewed the next, 
until the meeting of this body shall be the grand 
anniversary for biting and devouring one another. 
Our wish is to leave off contention before it be 
meddled with, —to quit quarreling before we begin 
it, inasmuch as strife always goes hand in hand 
with every evil work. 

11. Every concession, which for the sake of 
peace and union we may at any time have made, 
has been grossly misconstrued into a consciousness 
of guilt, a confession that we had a bad cause. 
We have no doubt that such would be the abuse 
of any concession which we might now make. 
We wish it fully understood that we have nothing 
whatever to concede on any branch of the subject. 

12. To admit any action on the subject would 


t is asked, why do we not arraign persons so 
delinquent? Perhaps, we are unfaithful. But there 
is really nohope. There isno Presbytery but would 
treat the effort with contempt. And the Synod 
would do the same, or evade trying them. | 

The nominally Presbyterian churches of the 
Western Reserve have independent Confessions of 
Faith, and the Confession of Faith of our Church 
is excluded. 

There can be no doubt that in former years 
members of this Presbytery were received without 
receiving the Confession: of Faith. Some atten- 
tion has been paid to this for some years back. 
But when they do receive it, it is received with 
the reservation—“ as far as it is judged by ine to be 
accordant with the Bible,”—“‘ as a system,” great 
latitude is allowed. And all this is deemed com- 
mendable. 


Mr. Bourton, of the Presbytery of Trumbull, in 
the Western Reserve. In continuation of Mr. 
Adair’s narrative of the candidate, Mr. H. The 
facts are these. Mr. H. studied but five months; 
and was licensed. The parts of trial were as- 
signed, not by the Presbytery but by the Profes- 
sors at Oberlin—and the sentiment is growing, 
that they may license men to preach, and that it is 
usurpation in Presbyteries to claim this preroga- 
tive. 

Some of the Presbytery were opposed to the 
measure. ‘They examined the candidate, whose 
views were those of Oberlin and New Haven. 
He denied that infants have any moral character. 
The protest against his licensure was founded on 


the reasons, that the steps taken in his case were 
a wide departure from our principles, and that the 
examination and trial sermon indicated the candi- 
date to be an Arminian, and that he could not, con- 
sistently, receive our Confession. (Until two years 
back our Presbytery did not require candidates for 
licensure to receive the Confession of Faith. In 
external forms the Western Reserve Synod is now 
Presbyterian—but is not so in doctrine.) 

A complaint was made to Synod. But not one 
minister or elder from our Presbytery was present 
at Synod; and the records were not sent up; and 
thus discipline was evaded. 

Six weeks after the meeting of Synod, a circu- 
lar called the Presbytery together to ordain Mr. H. 
as an Evangelist, and to receive another man, of 
less talent than Mr. H.,—which other person is our 
Commissioner to the next Assembly, and Mr. H. is 
his alternate. 

At the special meeting, the member who pro- 
tested against Mr. H’s licensure did not see fit to 
attend. It isa painful fact, that Mr. H. speaks of 
the Confession of Faith in this manner—* [ would 
to God that book were stricken out of existence.” 
This I heard him say in open Presbytery. The 
Moderator rebuked the assertion—but it seemed to 
be approved. 

It has been thought that if the Confession of 
Faith was received uniformly by the members of 
our Synod (the Western Reserve) that would be 
sufficient. It is not so. Men will assent to it, but 
this is no safeguard, for the very next sermon after 
adopting it, will directly contradict It. 

This Synod is by no means the most corrupt 
Synod of the West.. The ministers generally are 
from New Envland, and some retain the old theo- 
logy of New England. They are Congregational ; 
and if you cut off that Synod, the impression will 
be made that you do so on account of their views of 
church government alone. The Synod of Michigan 
is more uniformly corrupt. In that Synod every 
minister is a missionary of the Home Missionary 
Society. Mr. Wells of Detroit said in open Synod 
that while he was an agent of the Home Missiona- 
ry Society, he had the power to determine the lo- 
cation of every minister of that Synod. All the 
ministers, with but few exceptions, are of the New 
Haven sentiments. The few who are opposed are 
silent, for their bread comes from the Home Mis- 
sionary Society, and they are afraid to displease 
that Society. 

There are but few ministers connected with the 
new Congregational Association of the Western 
Reserve ; not so many as ought tobe. Many who 
embrace the views of Oberlin and New Haven, 
join our Presbyteries in order to increase the party 
in the General Assembly. The articles of faith of 
that association, exclude many important doctrines, 


viz. election, infant membership, &c. Should there 


School with us do not very fully come out: yet 
they go a great way; and we feel] that we are 
really divided in sentiment. 

e live near the Western Reserve. The ten- 
dency of things there is worse and worse. Now 
we hear the doctrine of original sin denied; that 
infants have no moral character; and that men 
have power to repent after the Spirit of God has 
finally leftthem. Such are the sentiments of those 
who come from Oberlin. ‘The plan of union, we 
always deplored. I hope it may now be broken up 

The Committee rose, reported progress, and as- 
ked leave to sit again. 

The Convention took a recess till the afternoon 
at half past 3 o’clock. 


Saturday 34 o'clock, P. M. 

After recess Drs. Wilson, Baxter, Witherspoon, 
and Messrs. Foot, Musgrave, Potts, Engles, minis- 
ters, and Messrs. Ewing, Anderson, and Boyd, el- 
ders, were appointed a committee to prepare busi- 
ness for the Convention, and the documents and 
facts submitted to the Convention were referred to 
that committee. 

Convention went into the committee of the 
whole Dr. Witherspoon in the chair.— 


Mr. Corr, of the Presbytery of Harmony, said 
that in the South, impressions were industriously 
made, that the controversies in the Presbyterian 
Church originated with some restless seceders, and 
was a personal contest for pre-eminence between 
certain prominent men. But at length we found 
that another guspel was beginning to be preached, 
we heard not of Christ and his Salvation, but of 
“ Ability,” the light of the 19th century,” and of 
“waking up toa great work,” &c. &c. Original 
Sin and Native Depravity were openly denied, 
and newspapers spread the new doctrines far and 
wide. I travelled in New England, and found the 
same controversy there—that it was a controversy 
about fundamental doctrines, and that the Old- 
school was ridiculed for the new, or rather vamped 
up heresies of olden times. The reading of the 
trial of Beecher opened my eyes. I regret that it 
is impossible to get the truth before the Church. 
Many newspapers conceal the facts, and do not 
suffer them to go abroad. 


Mr. Piumer, of the Presbytery of East Hanover. 
As to the Genera] Assembly legislating on the sub- 
ject of the morality of Slavery as an institution 
the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Smith) 
has expressed views which so far as I am informed, 
are acceptable to the South, when he said that he 
wished the subject of slavery to remain untouched. 
All we ask is that the Supreme Judicatory do 
nothing in the way of legislation on this subject. 
We wish them not to touch it in any way of legis- 
Jation. 

Should any action of an inferior judicatory bring 
any case of discipline touching any of her own 
members, by appeal or otherwise, before the As- 
sembly for judicial action, let it be decided on its 
own merits. I will state some of our reasons for 
wishing the Assembly to do nothing, to pass no 
vote on the subject. 1 will state such reasons as 
satisfy ws. Other reasons may satisfy gentlemen 
from other portions of our land. I give such as 
determine ws. 


1. When the compact, under which the Gene- 
ral Assembly has attained to its present impor- 
tance, was formed, every Presbytery entering into 
the agreement (with not more than one exception, 
if indeed there was one) existed in a state, under 
whose laws domestic slavery was established. It 


templated to censure what was a common practice 
in nearly or quite all our Presbyteries. Our first 
reason therefore is, that such action would be un- 
constitutional], and therefore wrong. 

2. Ali such actions is contrary to the example 
and teachings of Christ and his Apostles. It is not | 
even pretended that they ever moved the question 
of the lawfulness of slavery. On the contrary, all 
they say on the subject is soothing to every feeling 
of asperity or jealousy or distrust, either in master 
or slave. 

3. It is impossible to enter on the subject with- 
out immediately interfering with the politics of the 
land. No question now before the American peo- 
ple is more intermingled with political interests 


is incredible that in that compact it was ever con-| 


xidiculous in th bere | 
the eyes of our enemies, and odious to our own 
dear people and fellow citizens of the slave holding 
states. 

13. We foresee very great evils which must 
arise unless this whole subject be immediately put 
to rest. For ourselves, we are determined to avoid 
these evils. The agitators of this subject will un- 
questionably overrun some portion of our land with 
incalculable calamities unless speedily checked ; 
and we, in common with all our fellow-citizens in 
the South, are determined that our respective sec- 
tions of the land shall not be the field of ruin. If 
calamity must come, it shall be to those portions 
of the land, where good men, professing neutrality 
and Jacking firmness to resist the torrent, have let 
in the overflowing scourge. 

14. Any discussion, not miserably tame, how- 
ever cool, kind, scriptural, and defensive it might 
be on our part, would necessarily influence pas- 
sions already overheated, and would fan an excite- 
ment which we believe to be, in its origin, princi- 
ples, and spirit, fierce, impertinent, reckless, and 
wicked. 

15. We are perfectly well satisfied with our 
own previous and present course in relation to this 
whole subject. We have no cases of conscience 
to submit to the Assembly, or any other body of 
men, or any branch of it. Our consciences accuse 
us not. We do not, therefore, wish any thing to 
be done in a matter respecting which we have no 
scruples to relieve, but have a very plain course 
marked out before us. . 

16. We do firmly believe, that the recent ex- 
citement on this whole subject owes its origin and 
maintenance, in no small degree, to several un- 
worthy causes. ‘The first is a spurious and fever- 
ish philanthropy. This has affected some. The 
second is a fanaticism, deep and dark, and wild, 
and malignant, which has enraged a few. The 
third is a design of wily, partizan politicians, who 
wish to produce a certain state of things in the 
country well understood by themselves. This has 
had great influence. We are fully determined, in 
reliance upon God, never to be the factors or the 
subjects of such influences as these. 

17. Finally, should the Assembly take up this 
subject and legislate upon it, and decide that slave- 
holding is a sin, then, of course, the persons who 
should thus vote, would wish the Southern churches 
cut off for immorality, and the Southern churches 
would all feel themselves instructed by the Apos- 
tle Paul to “withdraw from such.” Thus our 
Church would be rent asunder, and Southern and 
Northern Presbyterians and Congregationalists 
could no longer meet, even in a social way, and 
hail each other as brethren. Well, the work of 
division thus begun must go on, and svon another, 
and another, and yet another denomination will 
divide by North and South. Thus the strong bonds 
of religious friendship will be broken. ‘Then no- 
thing is left to be done to finish the work, except 
to arouse and inflame the infidelity and the animal- 
ism of North and South against each other, give 
the tocsin of disunion a blast, and rend the star- 
spangled banner in twain, and soon the hostile 
forces will be marshalled against each other, and 
the Potomac will be dyed with blood. Can it be 
that the righteous Judge of all the earth has so 
dreadful a controversy with the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States as to give her up to 
the folly and madness of being the first to hoist 
the gate and let this flood of desolation roll in. 
God forbid that a punishment so terrible should 


await us. 


These are some of our views. Though I have 
the pleasure of knowing that I have uttered senti- 
ments approved, to a letter, by several good men, 
both in the South and in the North, yet my name 
alone is to be connected with these statements. 
The Lord give wisdom and grace to all who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in these days, when men’s 
hearts are failing them for looking for those things 
which shall come to pass. 


and parties and legislation than is this. It is con- 


fessed that to agitate the subject of the basis of re- 


are satisfied. The action of the Assembly of 1818, 


and we know what we shall do. _ 
for action in view of the probability that we shall 
be a minority there. : 


It is already represented as “ useless, an 
couraging.” 


designed only to influence his mind in order that 


he might use it in operating on the minds of his 
brethren in the Assembly of 1836, to secure the 
support of Mr. Barnes himself, while his doctrines 
were allowed to be condemned. In the nature of 
the case, it could not be confidential. 


Dr. Junxrn referred to the object of appointin 


the committee who called the Convention, an 
stated it to be, that we might be prepared for action 
in case we are in a minority of the next Assembly. 
We ought to have some plan. 
on a majority; let us have some settled principles. 
Do not trust a new school majority to arraign and 
cut off new school men, and new school Presby- 
teries. 


We must not count 


If we have a majority, we can do what we please, 
Let us prepare 


We have various plans, yet none agreed on, and 


we are wasting time in debate—like a body of sur- 
geons who are debating about whether they shall 
cut off a diseased limb, and where they shall cut it 
off—and, in the mean time, the patient dies. 


He would not go into the Assembly and trust, 
himself to the mercy of such men as we had to 


contend with at Pittsburgh. We must be prepared 
for amputation, difficult and painful as it is, or the 


patient will die. He submitted a series of resolu- 
tions;—proposing measures to be taken at the 
opening of the Assembly; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. R. J. BreckinripcE offered a series of reso- 
lutions, which were laid on the table. 

There is too much reliance on what may be done 
by the General Assembly, over which we have no 
control, and whose action is secondary. Let us 
lay down great principles. Whatever the Gene- 
ral Assembly may do, it will always be true that 
Pelagianism is another gospel. I will contend no 
where, but for doctrines. All other action is sub- 
ordinate to that great point. Such was my oppo- 
sition to the Home Missionary Society, and the 
American Education Society, because I judged 
them the great promoters of false doctrine. 

We need not detail plans for the General Assem- 
bly, I will not agree to make the Moderator the 
Dictator of the General Assembly. 

I will go as far as any body for sound Presbyte- 
rian doctrine and order. But not for measures un- 
constitutional, such as the exclusion of any body 
regularly commissioned to the Genera] Assembly. 

e are here to lay down great principles and 
to follow them, wherever they lead. 

cumtradivctod tho octateoront 
of Mr. Plummer, that the American Board was not 
hostile to a Presbyterian action. He referred to 
various facts which showed that the American 
Board was extremely averse to such action by the 
Presbyterian Church as in the case of the letters 
of W. Anderson, and the votes and the speeches 
of the friends of the Board in the General Assem- 
bly. He referred also to the absurdity of supposing 
the American Board a Voluntary Association—it is 
a close corporation, self-perpetuated. I ama friend 
of the Board, it is a good thing in its own place, and 
that place is not in the Presbyterian Church. I 
say these things because I wish it known that there 
are in this Convention those who havea few things 
even against that Board. 

The Convention went into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Plumer in the Chair. 


Mr. Sruart, of the Presbytery of Schuyler. 
Is well acquainted with the Synod of Illinois. 
When the Actand Testimony was under considera- 
tion in the Synod, one member said “I cannot 
adopt that paper, for I do not believe the doctrine 
of imputation, and was licensed and ordained after 


a full avowal of this disbelief.” No disapprobation | 


was shown. 3 

The Synod had recommended the St. Louis Ob- 
server to the patronage of the Churches. That 
paper in a review of a Sermon of Dr. Junkin’s uses 
the following language: viz. 

“ Dr. Junkin has said, ‘Men may attempt to 
throw difficulties in the way of the Apostles’ doc- 
trines. They may ask, how could I sin in Adam 
before I was born? Still difficulties cannot dis- 
prove facts. There is the fact. All sinned in 
Adam and fe]] with him.’ 

“If,” says the St. Louis Observer, “ If ‘all sin- 
ned in Adam and fell with him,’ were in the Bi- 
ble instead of the Westminster Confession, we 
would believe you, at least we would try. As 
it is, we have only to say, that the man who makes 
that a part of his creed, has no right to reproach 
the papist with his doctrine of transubstantiation.” 

For this derision of the very language of our 
Confession, I urged the Synod to take back the re- 
commendation, which was done, but on the ground 
that individual enterprise and not ecclesiastical aid, 
was the most proper to be relied on for the support 
of the paper. 

The doctrines of three fourths of our ministers 
are New Haven. A Presbyterian minister, pro- 
fessor at Jacksonville College has said, “ What 
New Haven is in Connecticut, I would make Jack- 
sonville in Illinois.” 

Mr. Stuart made further statements, corres- 
ponding with others in previous speeches, in re- 


spect to errors and the offensive form in which they 
ure maintained. These relate to a denial of the 
—- of God in saving men, human ability, &c. 


he result of which is that Methodists and Cum- 


berland Presbyterians are more orthodox than Pres- 
byterians—and that Methodist preachers have felt 
bound to preach the doctrines of original sin, and 
dependence on the Spirit of God in conversion, and 
in order to counteract prevailing errors. 


Mr. Snowpen, Presbytery of Watertown, Tes- 


timony to the same point, in regard to errors pre- 
vailing in his region. 


The doctrine of election is becoming unpopular. 
dis- 


_ Jt was thought a great improvement by some, 


when a church in the Synod of Utica so altered 
its creed that it could embrace Baptists. 


Mr. Repineron, Oneida Presbytery. The errors 


in my immediate district are the same as those that 
have been mentioned. My own brethren of the 
Presbytery are amiable men, yet I do not think 
them genuine Presbyterians. The general cha- 
racter of the theology. prevalent there is-a loose | highest judicatory, has, for some years back, been 
Hopkinsianism ;—there are Evangelists in that re-| such as to discourage those who in this way, at- 
gion who are ‘Taylorites, and Finneyites. 


The doctrine of original sin, imputation, &c., are 


I learned it 


The doctrines of original sin, native depravity, 


ordained and installed, the candidate boldly avowed 
his opposition to important doctrines of the Confes- 
sion of Faith. As this produced some embarrass- 
ment, a new constiiultion was introduced. The 
Presbytery were satisfied with his avowa] that he 
agreed with the sentiments of a certain great Doc- 
tor who had preached a sermon, on the points in 
dispute, and so ordained him. 

knew a neighbouring minister, who, in a late 
discourse on the improvements in religious science, 
said, “he had no doubt that a great many Chris- 
tians would be ssed of more knowledge than 
had been attained by the prophets and apostles. 

I could fill a volume with such facts. 

Some months ago, a celebrated evangelist 
preached two sermons in my hearing at a pro- 
tracted meeting; the former was on prayer, in 
which the name of Christ as the Mediator was 
never mentioned. He maintained that the prayer 
of faith would always receive the identical blessing. 
He answered the objection founded on several 
Scriptural facts, by alleging that when Christ 
prayed in the garden that “the cup might pass 
from him.” he meant that he might not die in the 
garden of which he was afraid, and this prayer was 
answered. And when Paul besought the Lord for 
the removal of the thorn in the flesh, that was a 
wicked prayer. In the sermon on “Quench not 
the Spirit,” he ridiculed the doctrine of depravity, 
saying that “many ministers in directing sinners 
to Christ, talked to them about ‘depravity,’ a thing 
which they knew nothing about.” 

At the close of the meeting al] who professed 
submission to God gathered together, and arranged 
in ranks to the number of 150, who marched with 
the ministers at their head into the meeting house 
where they were proclaimed converts. 

These things are generally disapproved by the 
—— but they show no disposition to oppose 
them. 

Mr Hart, made the statements in respect to 
irregularities. 

Then the committe rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. r 

The Convention took a recess till half past 3 
o’clock. 


Monday Afternoon, half past 3 o’clock. 

After the recess, the Convention went into com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Plumer in the chair. 

Mr. Smirn, of the Presbytery of Troy, spoke 
against a division of the Church. He alleged that 
Presbyterianism was gaining ground; that a divi- 
sion would leave many brethren by themselves, who 
| Were nut prepared fur this measure ; thata division 
of the Church into two Churches, both acknow- 
ledged as Christian, would be wrong; and that the 
disturbed state of the country made the present an 
unpropitious season for such an effort. He would 
wait, and try the effect of diffusing light among 
the Churches. 


Mr. Srarrorp, of the Presbytery of Kaskaskia, 
bore testimony similar to that from the Presbytery 
of Schuyler. Most of the ministers sent to Illinois, 
came from the Home Missionary Society, and 
preach the New Haven theology, ridiculing the 
doctrine of the standards, as unable to bear the 
light of the nineteenth century. ‘ 

Ecclesiastical Boards are very unpopular ; and it 
requires great moral courage to advocate them. A 
celebrated Doctor, in a sermon preached before the 
Synod, last fall, said that “ ecclesiastical organiza- 
tions for the propagation of the Gospel, were repre- 
sented by the frog that came out of the mouth of 
the beast: and that the angels flying through the 
midst of the heaven, having the everlasting Gospel 
to preach unto the nations, was a representation of 
voluntary associations.” 

Mr. Stafford advocated a separation on the ground 
that the Church is really divided, and that peace 
could be obtained in no other way. : 


Dr. Wiruersroon, of the Presbytery of Harmo- 
ny, said—in the South there are many men called 
New-school who are really sound. They are New 
England men, who cannot forget their early and 
sacred associations, and would be likely to go with 
the New-school on that account. The Presbytery 
of Harmony was at peace: but they feel the agita- 
tions of other portions of the Church. And if divi- 
sion be the only remedy to save our institutions 
from destruction, let it come. | 


Mr. Ports, Presbytery of New York, said, that 
the delegation from the Presbytery of New York, 
had not intended to add any thing to the catalogue 
of facts already before the Convention, proving the 
existence of errors in doctrine, church order, and 
discipline. But being called upon to testify, he 
would, in behalf of his colleagues, say, that he be- 
lieved there was but one opinion in his Presbytery, 
as to the existence of such errors, and the desira- 
bleness of wise measures of reform. What those 
measures should be, wasa point, concerning which 
there was a diversity of opinion among them. A 
large minority of the Presbytery, was opposed to 
the calling of this Convention, fearing that the ob- 
ject of it, was an immediate revolutionary division 
of the Presbyterian Church. He believed the pre- 
valent opinion in the Presbytery of New York, was 
against any such division. But as he did not con- 
ceive this to be the proper stage in proceedings, to 
discuss that subject—he would reserve what he 
had to say upon that point, till a future time. 

In the position in which the Presbytery of New 
York was placed, it was not wonderful, that they 
should witness many things of the most painful 
character, which furnish evidence of the progress 
of heresy and disorder in the Presbyterian church. 
Notwithstanding the rebuke of a brother in this Con- 
vention, who felt himself called upon to censure the 
Presbytery of N ew York, for not having taken, 
, measures to arraign the authors of these irregulari- 
ties, it requires but a moment’s reflection upon 
their peculiar situation, to be satisfied of the ex- 
treme difficulty of instituting ecclesiastical process 
against them. The person to whom particular al- 
‘lusion was made by the brother, was a member of 
the Presbytery of Oneids, (at least was so reported 
in the last statistics of the Assembly) and it could 
not be expected that a pastor in the city, with his 
hands full, should involve himself in the Jaborious 
and distracting business of arraigning a member 
belonging to a Presbytery at so great a distance: 
especially as the results of similar process in our 


tempt the reform of the Church. Besides, the 
Presbyteries in the city of New York have no 


unknown among us. My own Presbyterianism | geographical limits, as is well known eleetive 
Dr. Baxter: Agrees with Mr. Plumer. We/| was not derived from the teaching of ministers. | affinity began there, and there, as here, has been 
have always said we wished no legislation on the| While I was a student at Auburn Seminary, I| productive of many disorders, proving that it is 
subject of slavery. Mr. Breckinridge stated this| never heard an orthodox sermon. 
morning that he wishes to stand on the old ground. | from other sources. And when I was licensed, and | our Constitution, and indicative of a real division 
So do we. We know what was the formation of | began to preach, the people were surprized that | not only of feeling, but of opinion in the Presbyte- 
the constitution of the Presbyterian Church, and | such doctrine, as I taught, was held by an Auburn|rian Church. Owing to the want of geographical 
the previous action of the General Assembly ; and | student. | 


essentially in opposition to the letter and spirit of 


bounds, it would be hard to say upon whose juris- 
diction, the individual referred to, was trespassing. 
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theatre of his 


al Church called 
formerly devoted to the 


‘that place on a week evening, and 


believed it directl 
irreligion-and infidelity in the minds of the multi- 
tudes of ‘young men who were gathered there for 
amusement, and who were in the habit of saying, 
that Chatham Street Theatre, was Chatham Street 
Theatre still, with this difference, that an atten- 
dance there, now. coste nothing. He might enter 
into detail, were, it necessary, but would dismiss 
the subject by saying, that when he left that scene 
of disorder, after hearing the truth travestied, and 
witnessing’ what deserved no softer name than 


tended to 


bu » his chief impression was a sense of 
humiliation that he was a fellow-minister in the. 


Chareh to which the principal actor in those scenes, 
nominally belonged. | 

Other irregularities, more or less immediately 
committed under the Presbyterian name, might be 
mentioned. We hear of much, as it regards doc- 
trine, order, and discipline, calling imperatively for 
some remedial 
large extent, and full of excitability, and it natu- 
rally. collects from all quarters of the country, 
strange men and strange practices. Among the 

newest inventions for doing good of which Mr. P. 

heard, was one lately employed in a Presby- 
terian Church in New York city—upon a Sabbath 
evening—under the superintendence and with the 
approbation of its Pastor. A Magic Lantern was 
dsiplayed, exhibiting Temperance Scenes, &c.— 
What shall we be brought to next? 

In relation to the fact that ministers were now 
often introduced into the Presbyterian Church, 
who held sentiments avowedly in opposition to her 
standards of doctrine, Mr. P, thought it important 
to state, that he had learned from a member of a 
sister Presbytery in the city, that a congregational 
minister was some time since called to one of the 
free churches, under the care of that Presbytery, 
who had, while a congregational minister (perhaps 
in'Connecticut,) published a Discourse, in which 
he ‘boldly taught that man was now born as much 
in the image’ of God, as Adam was at his creation. 
Upon his examination before Presbytery, he boldly 
and honestly avowed this and other erroneous doc-. 
trines: his examination was sustained—but when 
the constitutional questions were put to him, he 
was unwilling to answer them without qualifying 
his answers. This for a time arrested the proceed- 
ings, but after one or more subsequent meetings, 
he was finally received and installed, and is now a 
member of that Presbytery. The brother, who 
communicated. this case, was absent when this 
individual. was received, but has since requested 
leave to enter his protest against these proceedings, 
and it is likely the case will appear before the 
Synod of New York. 

Similar cases, Mr. P. said, were doubtless com- 
mon‘in certain regions in our Church, and furnish, 
as he conceived, evidence of the imperative neces- 
sity of some measure of reform. ss 

@ committee rose, reported progress, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Dr. Wi1son, from the committee to prepare busi- 


_ ness, made a report in part, which was accepted. 


The report was considered in part, when the 
Convention adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow 
m 

Concluded with prayer. 

Tuesday Morning, 9 o'clock. 

The Convention met, and after prayer resumed the 
unfinished business of yesterday, which was the con- 
sideration-of the resolutions reported by the committee 
to prepare business. | 

The first. resolution (on Doctrine) was adopted. [See 
the resolutions in their order in another column.] 

The second resolutiun, (to Dissolve the Plan of Union) 
was taken up. ; 

Dr. Junxin argued that the plan was unconstitu- 
tional, and also inequitable; it bound Presbyterians 
every where, but operated only on Congregationalists 

out of Connecticut. : 

Mosanrave observed, that the resolution contem- 
plated only the breaking up of the plan of Union, as it 
respects the accommodation Churches. . 

Mr. Baxcxinaiper moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the word “immediately” and inserting 
“g0 soon as it can be done with due courtesy to 
those who formed it in good faith.” 

We have concluded, said Mr. B., to brexk up the 
plan : but we ought to inform the opposite party. Often 
as they have violated the compact, still we ought to 
pursue a decorous method of dissolving it. — We ought 
to be careful not to quarrel with Congregationalism on 
its own account; nor to insult orthodox Congregation- 
alists. Our grievance is that the plan has injured 


truth. Let us go for sound Presbyterianism, and show 


that the violation of the terms of the plan is the reason 
why we feel constrained to dissolve it. 


Mr.. Moscrave. The orthodox of New England 


will not deem the abrogation an unfriendly attack on | 


Congregationalism. I speak advisedly. ‘The most pro- 
minent orthodox ministers of New England will be 
leased if you abrogate that plan. I have recently 
reard two New England gentlemen, of great weight, 
declare that “ the Presbyterian Church could do no less 
than dissolve it; it would be both right and expedient ;” 
yeu, they believed, that it would have a great tendency 
to allay unfounded suspicions entertained concerning 
New England men. This Union had created that 
feeling of suspicion among Presbyterians; and if no 
such connexion as this had ever been formed, our in- 
tercourse would have been happy.” I agree, however, 
with Mr. Breckinridge, that we vught to procecd slow- 
ly if there be unwillingness in New England; but if 
ey are prepared to concur, all objection to our action 
is removed. 

Dr. Witson. This plan has been a subject of gricf 
and complaint for years. Eleven years of discussion 
in regard to it, are enough to lead all parties so see the 
proper decision that ought to be made. The Pittsburgh 
Convention in 1835, embodied a proposition for the 
dissolution of the plan, in their memorial tu the Ge- 
neral Assembly. That Assembly took some important 
steps towards reform ; and a step was taken in this bu. 
siness, which tended to ite dissolution. That was the 
very step, sufficiently respectful, which is contemplated 
by the amendment; but when it was overtured to the 
~ fi England bodies, they did not consent to dissolve 
the plan. Individuals in New England may express 
their approbation of the dissolution, but who can as- 
sure us that the General Associations will consent 
to it? 

I hold, that when one of two contending parties, 
finds a treaty such as this to be injurious in its opera- 
tion, it may make overtures for a repeal of the com- 
pact, and if the other party refuses the repeal, the in- 
jared party may annul the treaty, even if it end in 
war. 
We can show that this treaty of amity is unconst!- 
tutional and pernicious. We have borne it long. And 
if to end it, war must come, let it come. 


Dr. Cuvier referred to the action of the Assembly 
of 1835, in the premises. That movement, said he, 
was not without effect. And by this time the Synod 
of Western Rescrve would have withdrawn from the 
Presbyterian Church, had it not have been for the pil- 
grtimage which was performed there last year. [The 
allusion was to Dr. Beechcr’s efforts to keep them from 


ng off. 
aT hore abundance of evidence that this plan is ex- 
ceedingly injurious. A gentleman, now present in 
this house, informs me, that he knew a member of the 
General Assembly, occupying his seat by the perver- 
sion of this plan, who, 80 from being a ruling 
elder, was not even a communicant, in any Church. 

We are not the only Church that is cure by 
doctrinal controversies. The orthodox of New Eng- 
Jand are now contending for the same great truths 
which we are striving to uphold. And those men 
will be glad if we break up this plan. There can be 
nothing unkind, therefore, to such men, in the action 
we propose. But besides: remember that we are act- 
ing on the defensive; we are fighting for our own ex- 

The cffect will be to save the Church and 
the truth; and if the movement were ever so displeas- 
ing to Congregationalists, we are bound to preserve 
ourselves first. They have no right to be offended. 
In time, indeed, they may thank us for what we would 
do. For if we can sustain sound Presbyterianism, we 
shall aid the orthodox party of New England. 

The amendment was further debated by Dr. Blythe, 
Dr, Juakin, and Messrs. Ewing, R. Smith, Brown, 
Redington, and Musgrave, and was finally lost. 

The resolution was then unanimously adopted, 

On the 4th resolution (to discountenance the Home 
Missionary and Education Societies) coming up, 

Mr. BrecxinripcE moved to amend, by adding that 


the 
bliding fr the dram, | 
to jndge for himself, Mr. P. had attended 

to 
had heard much of it: pre- 


viously, but found the half had not béen told. He |. 
and confirm | 


process. New York—is a city of 


s | other Voluntary Societies, and especially the American 
Boatd of Commissioners for Foreign Mis be re- 


uested to use greater caution in respect to the inter. 
thetr. nts, in the controversies of the 


mean this, said Mr. B., as an indictment of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions. For I know. I can prove that many of the 
agents fof the Board have interfered with our con- 
es, and that the influence has been hostile to 
the action of the Presbyterian systen. = —— 
Mr. Vancourt. I know that the agents of the 
Board have thus interfered. And I hope that this 
resolution will have a good effect. The agents need 
to be cautioned.on this matter. 


Mr. A, D. Camrsety. The great object of our resolu- 
tion is to effect the Home Missionary Society and the 
Education Society. Let us not introduce other ques- 
tions, which will elicit discussion, foreign frum the 
great end we have here in view. We can all unite on 
the original resolution. | 


Mr. Piumer. There has been no evidence furnished, 
to my mind, that the bodies here aimed at have done 
wrong. ‘The improprieties are the improprieties of 
the agents. And such things are incidental to all 

‘Mr. Smiru, of Charleston. If the language of the 
amendment be right, as respects the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, it is equally 
applicable to the agents of the Western Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society. Jor the agents of that Board have 
interfered with us, notwithstanding that the Central 
and Southern Boards of Missions are already organ- 
ized, ecclesiastically, on that ground. 


Mr, Braecxinaipce. The amendment states the so. 
lemn truth. All these Boards need the caution we 
would propose. The Sunday School Union published 
an edition of the Catechism, in which there was an 
important omission, by which that book became sterco- 
typed Pelagianism. When the error was pointed out 
they rectified it. Surely we may say, in a kind spirit, 
“ be cautious.” 

Mr. Eneuzs. In the station which I occupy I have had 
access to a number of facts illustrating the influence 
of Voluntary Associations on the controversies of the 
Presbyterian Church. All of them in a greater or less 
degree have meddled, Yet, I think the introduction of 
this amendment unhappy; it has consumed time, and 
excited unpleasant feeling. Notwithstanding the ex- 
planations that have been given of this amendment, 
it implies a strong censure. Ofali the Societies meant 
to be reached by it, the American Board, I believe to 
be least obnoxious to such a charge. I could atate facts 
which would show the Sunday School Union and the 
Tract Society are much more so, if they are to be held 
responsible for the doings of their Agents. I know of 
two instances in which Agents of the Sunday School 
Union improperly interfered in relation to the trial of 
Mr. Barnes. Ona representation of the case to the: 
Union, they promptly interposed, and the Agents were 
restrained. 

There may be criminality in relation to this matter. 
Yet the amendment if pressed will divide this house. 
‘I'he committee which reported the resolution was una- 
nimous in the entire report: and I regret that some of 
the members of the committce are so ready to hitch on 
other affairs. ‘The moral force of the Convention in 
the Assembly depends on the unanimity with which 
our measures are conducted. Now we all believe 
and all are ready to say, that the action of the Home 
Missionary Society and the American Education Socie- 
ty are the great sources of evil in the Church of which 
we complain. Let us unite shoulder to shoulder in 
opposing these. 

Mr. A. D. Camrsett, explained in reply to the state- 
ment of Mr. Smith, respecting the alleged interference 
of the Western Foreign Missionary Society with the 
missionary erganizations of the South. At Pittsburgh 
last spring, some Southern brethren met with us, and 
advised the appointment of an Agent for the South, to 
visit Churches which had not united with the Central 
and Southern Boards. We went there on invitation. 
But our Agent was directed to consult with the breth- 
ren in Virginia and North Carolina, and if he found 
them unwilling to act with us, to retire from the field. 
‘I'he Agent soon resigned, and we acceded to the 
wishes of the Southern Churches. 


Mr. Prumer. I know that the Western Foreign 
Missionary Society ordered their Agents to retire, 
when they found that the South was organized fully; 
of which the Western Board was not aware when the 
Agent was appointed. That Board has never interfered 
otherwise; and we have not had any difficulty from 
that source. 

The amendment was lost. 

The Convention took a recess till this afternoon at 
half past 3 o’clock. 


Tuesday Afternovn, half past 3 o'clock. 
After the recess, the Convention resumed the un- 
finished business of the morning, which was the consi- 
deration of the resolution respecting the Home Mis- 
sionary and Education Societies. 


Mr. PLumer opposed its adoption, on the ground—lI. 
Of the embarrassment resulting from the sudden 
abandonment of from 400 to ¥Y00 beneficiaries, and 
from 400 to 600 missionaries within the Presbytcrian 
Church, whom our Boards of Education and Missions 
were not prepared to sustain. 2. This measure is as 
bad as that of the last Assembly refusing a Presbyte- 
rian Board of Foreign Missions; which was really a 
killing of a Missionary Society. 3. ‘The Assembly has 
no right to vote for or against the Voluntary Associa- 
tions—and, 4. All the resolutions the Assembly can 
pass will be useless; for unless the Synods and Pres- 
byteries act in this matter, nothing effective is accom- 
plished. 


Dr. Witherspoon, Dr. Junkin, and Mr. Breckinridge 
spoke in favour of the resolution; stating many facts 
in regard to the improper interference and peruicious 
influence of these Societies, and their permanent agents 
against the true interests of the Presbyterian Church. 
We have full notes of these speeches, and inay give 
them in full hereafter, when we have more space. 
The resolution passed alinost unanimously. 
The remaining resolutions were adopted without 
discussion. 
On motion of Mr. Plumer, Messrs. Breckinridge, 
Potts, Smith, Ewing, and Fullerton, were appointed a 
committce to draft a memorial to the General Assembly. 
The Convention adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday morning, May 17th, 9 o’clock. 
Convention met—began with prayer. 
The committee of business, reported a synopsis of 
irregularities and errors, against which the Convention 
ought to bear testimony. 
This synopsis was taken up and considered geri- 
atim: and the report having been amended, was 
adotped. [See it in another column.] 


Mr. Piumer offered the following resolution. 
Resolved, That as these are times of high and dan- 
gerous excitability in the public mind, when imprudent 
or partizan men may do great injury, especially when 
they have facilities for operating on a large field, the 
Convention is of opinion that the General Assembly 
ought to make known to our national associations not 
previously noticed in the votes of this Convention, that 
the Presbyterian Church expects of them peculiar cau. 
tion, in the selection of their travelling agents, and that 
it vught to be regarded as peculiarly unkind in any of 
them to give to the correspondence or general bearing 
of these institutions a bias against the strictest order 
and soundest principle, in our beloved branch of the 
Church of Christ. ee 
Unanimously adopted. 


Dr. Cuyrr offered a resolution declaring it to be an 
irregularity for a Presbyterian minister to be the pas- 
tor of a Congregational church, which after some con- 
versation wus referred to a special committee of four. 


Dr. Witson, from the business committee presented 
a resolution, declaring that in case the Assembly shall 
not take measures for reforin, this Convention will pro- 
ceed to ulterior and decisive measures. 

Dr. Junkin suggested that the resolution was too un- 
defined. It does not state what measures we shall 
take, nor when. 


Mr. Muscrave. We are not yet prepared to say 
what measures we will adopt. We must wait till we 
see the action of the General Assembly. ‘That body 
may proceed to steps so outrageous, that all who hesi- 
tate about ulterior measures may find themselves 
ready for very prompt and decisive action. If we pro- 
ceed now to say what that action ought to be, we shall 
be greatly divided in opinion, and cannot agree in any 
thing to be determined upon. The resolution is strong 
enough as it is. It pledges us to decisive measures. 
All who vote for are bound in honour to go forward. 
It will moreover be very injudicious in us to present a 
request to the Assembly for important reforms, and 
dictate to them, by threats what they shall do. | 

Mr. Brown said he was satisfied with the original 
resolution. 

Mr. BreckinrIpDGE, saw no veed even of that.— 
Why pledge ourselves at all. When the time comes, 
all of us will have courage and firmness enough to 
meet the case. 

Convention took a recess till 34 o’clock, P. M. 


Wednesday afternoon, 34 o'clock. 
After the recess, 


Dr. Junxin, thought that definite decided action was 


the thing now to be resolved on. It was the very 
thing for which that Convention was called together. 
Of course we ought to be prepared for the course’ 
which will be re necessary if we are in a mino- 


rity in the Assembly. It is not unbecoming, it is not 
bullying the kaa but it is honourable if we say 


that we are ready for action ; and yet'we will not go to 
the Assembly tobe rode over, as we have been hitherto. 


off by that refusal. 

My objection to the resolution is, that it is too inde- 
finite. It determines nothing, and the Convention and 
Assembly may adjourn, and nothing be accomplished. 

Dr. Junkin concluded by moving to amend by ap- 
| pending to the resolution the words, “ for separating 
the Pelagian and anti-Presbyterian party, from the 
Presbyterian Church.” | 

This was opposed by Mr. Musgrave and Mr. Baird, 
as premature. 


Dr. Witson. I can hardly believe that any body in 
the Convention has struggled more than I have, in the 
controversies in the Church; or that any body desires 
to be separted from those who are unsound more than 
1 do. I thank God that this Convention has been called 
together to deliberate on this state of the Church, and 
attempt a reformation. An appeal has been made to 
the signers of the Act and Testimony, to hold on and 
contend, in the mutual pledge of that covenant. The 
motto stamped indelibly on the face of this Convention 
is “ Reform if you can, separation if you must.” It is 
a sad and dire alternative. Now sir, what is there in 
the resolution that contravenes the motto. We have, 
every one of us, a bona fide intention to remain, until 
we see what the Assembly will do; and then under the 
direction of Heaven, we shall know what todo. But 
must we be called on to decide a priori what plan to pur- 
suc? There are various plans, and no man can tell 
what thing definitely we ought to do, till we sec what 
the Assembly will do with our memorial. 

But my good brother Junkin, whom no man loves 
more than myself, says we may vote that resolution 
and yet do nothing. Dves not the resolution say that 
this Convention will take ulterior measures. We shall 
not adjourn until we have taken final measures. ‘This 
resolution is going as far as we ought to be asked to go. 

Dr W. objected to the word “ Pelagian” in the 
amendment. In all the charges for false doctrine 
which he had framed, he had never accused any man 
of Pelagianism. There is a great deal of Semi-pela- 
gianism and Arminianism in the Church, but if there 
be Pelagianism, I do not know it. : 

If the amendment be adopted, I shall insist on deter- 
mining the modus operandi of the separation. This is 
the last Convention I shull ever attend if I live till four- 
score. But I mear to know before I leave this Con- 
vention, what the Old School are to do. _I do not wish 
to go into any decision now, nor till I know what the 
General Assembly will do. They may do all we want 
them to do. If so we shall be thankful toGod. And 
if 7 do not, we can then determine what we ought 
to do. 

After some further remarks, the resolution and 
amendment were laid on the table, 46 to 42. 

Messrs. Engles and Baird were appointed a Com- 
mitttee to print 2500 copies of the proceedings of this 
Convention, and to settle the Janitor’s bill. 

Mr. Piumer, from the Committee to whom the reso- 
lution respecting Presbyterian Pastors of Congrega- 
tional Churches was referred, reported the same re- 
solution. 
There was documentary evidence, Mr. Plumer said 
that the state of things under such relations was very 
oppressive to Pastors; at various places hundreds of 
miles apart, the same grievances existed. In one case 
a whole Presbytery was under the absolute control of 
the stated supplics in it. | 
The resolution was laid on the table. 


Dr. Wirson from the-Committe on business, made a 
further report, (Evils, Neglect, Discipline, &c.) which 
was amended and adopted. [See it in another column.] 
On the consideration of that part of the report which 
related to the difficulty of enforcing discipline in cases 
of heretical teachers and books, Mr. Breckinridge 
moved an amendment expressly referring to the cases 
of Dr. Beecher, Mr. Barnes, and Mr. Duffield, which 
was debated at some length. Mr. Plumer contending 
that this was trying the men a second time for the 
same offence; while he admitted that the General 
Assembly had done wrong last year, he could not con- 
sent to specify these gentlemen by name. He was 
willing to condemn the errors contained in the writ- 
ings. He had warned his Bible classes, against Bar- 
nes on the Romans. If its statements were true re- 
specting the righteousness of Christ, his hope of salva- 
tion was gone. 


Dr. Baxter, thought the specification unnecessary. 
Every body who read the resolution would instantly 
refer in his mind to these gentlemen whom the amend- 
ment named. | 
Mr. Breckenrince argued that this was not re-try- 
ing the men, but saying what all admitted we hada 
right to say. Why be squeamish about naming names. 
Such was the course of Christ and his apostles, of the 
Reformers, &c. to point out by name the persons who 
had done wrong, and were troubling the Church with 
false doctrines. 
The ameudment was lost. 
Convention took a recess till the evening at a quar- 
ter before 8 o’clock. 
After the recess, 
Dr. Junx1n called up the resolution, and his amend- | 
ment respecting “ ulterior measures.” 
Mr. Brown said I will not consent to menace the 
General Assembly. It is utterly out of place for us, 
to decide for the Assembly and dictate to them. When 
they have refused our respectful request, we can deter- 
mine what is to be done. , 
Dr. Baxter said, he did not understand what was 
meant by “ulterior measures.” If it meant that we 
were to divide the church, this Convention could not 
du so. It-has no judicial powers. All we can do is 
to memorialisc the Assembly. Some of the Commis- 
sioners indeed are instructed as to a decisive course, 
but soam not I. If we fail in our efforts before the 
General Assembly we may send a memorial to the Sy- 
nods and Presbyteries in rclation to all these difficul- 
ties; and for this I am prepared. I am not prepared 
for revolutionary measures, ‘To attempt such, would 
be usurpation in us. Even if we proclaim division, 
and the Church sustain us, and anew General Assem- 
bly is formed out of the orthodox portion of the Church, 
still the whole affair has a most irregular origin. 

There will necessarily be conscientious differences 
with respect to the measures to be proposed, and the 
mode of division if we are driven to that. For myself, 
I am for proceeding according to the Constitution, and 
I protest against any insinuations that may be thrown 
out against my orthodoxy, if 1 am not prepared to go 
with other brethren in sone of the measures which 
they may deem wise. 

My own view of the matter is this. 


Let us keep together as a Convention. If no refor- 
mation can be effected in the Assembly, then let us 
send a memorial to all the Synods and Presbytecries 
presenting the true state of the case for their considera- 
tion. And if the Church must be divided, as I suppose 
it will be, let it be done by the Synods or Presbyteries. 
I know many orthodox Synods which will secede; and 
these will unite and form a General Assembly, and the 
churches will go along with them. This course is safe 
and politic. It is an authorised course. One which 
the Presbyteries and Synods have an undoubted right 
to pursuc. 

The minorities of Presbyteries and Synods may se- 
cede also from majorities, and unite themselves in the 
most convenient manner with the new connexion. 

If you secede in another way, there will be few who 
will go out with you. 

Still, Iam hoping that we shall be a majority in the 
Assembly. It we go to that body united, we can take 
hold of principles which will break down the evils of 
which we complain, lop off excrescences, and restore 
discipline. 

Dr. Witson agrees with Dr. Baxter; but hopes the 
resolution will be adopted without the amendment. 
He would not ask nor give any pledge as to the mea- 
sures to be pursued. 


Mr. Crane. We are certainly agreed as to the ne- 
cessity of ulterior measures: I am full of hope, that 
we shall have a “long pull, and a strong pull, and a 
pull all-together.” I have thought that we need not 
be alarmed about the amendment—it only expresses 
what is implied in the original resolution. The events 
of the General Assembly may shed light on our path; 
and we need not hesitate to say, that in the event of 
their refusing to grant our petition we will do some- 
thing effectual for relief. 

The resolution and the amendment were laid on the 
table, and made the order of the day, for the first 
meeting of the Convention, after to-morrow. 

Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning at 
nine o’clock. 3 

Thursday morning, May 18. 

Convention met.—Begun with prayer. 

The following resolution was adopted. [See it in 
another column.| 

It was moved to have a recess till 10 o’clock, to hear 
the report of the Committee on the memorial. 3 

A motion was made to amend, by resolving to spend 


| the intermediate time in prayer. 


Mr. Pyumer said, I trust we have all been much in 
prayer, and I would cheerfully engage with the Con- 


vention in prayer now, but “every thing is beautiful 


If they refuse our measures after our declaration of the | 
consequences, they take the responsibility, and cut us | 


apostatizing from “the faith once delivered to the 


by our previous labour; and I trust that we may have 


members of the house may not go into the Assembly 
sick. | 
Convention took a recess till 10 o’clock. 
After recess, 
_ Mr. Brecxinriner, from the Committee to prepare 
& memorial made a re which was read in part, 
when the hour for the meeting of the General As- 
sembly being at hand, the Convention at 104 o'clock, 
took a recess till the evening at 8 o’clock. 


RESOLUTIONS BY THE CONVEN- 


Errors in Doctrine. 


Resolved, That the next General Assembly should 
express their decided condemnation of the following 
errors, which are alleged to have obtained currency in 
the Presbyterian Church : viz. 

1. That God would have been glad to prevent the 
existence of sin in our world, but was not able, without 
destroying the moral agency of man, or for aught that 
appears in the Bible to the contrary, sin is incidental 
to any wise moral systein. | 

_ 2. That election to eternal life is founded on a fore- 
sight of faith and obedience. 
| 3. That we have no more to do with the first sin of 

Adam than with the sins of any other parent. 

4. That infants come into the world as free from 
moral defilement as was Adam, when he was created. 

o. That infants sustain the same relation to the mo- 
ral government of God as brute animals, and their suf- 
ferings and death are to be accounted for, on the same 
principles as those of brutes, and not by any means to 
be considered as penal. 

6. That there is no other original sin than the fact 
that all the posterity of Adam, though by nature inno- 
cent, or possessed of no moral character, will always 
begin to sin when they begin to exercise moral agency ; 
or that originai sin does not include a sinful bias of 
the human mind, and a just exposure to penal suffer- 
ing; and that there is no evidence in Scripture, that 
infants, in order to salvation, do need redemption by 
the blood of Christ, and regeneration by the Holy 
Ghost. 

7. That the doctrine of imputation, whether of 
Adam’s sin or Christ’s righteousness, has no founda- 
tion in the word of God, and is both unjust and 
absurd. 

8. That the sufferings and death pf Christ were not 
truly vicarious and penal, but symbolical, governmental 
and instructive only. 

9. 'I'hat the impenitent sinner is by nature, and in- 
dependently of the renewing influence or almighty 
energy of the Holy Spirit, in full possession of all the 
ability necessary to a full compliance with all the 
commands of God. 

10. ‘That Christ never intercedes for any but those 
who are actually united to him by faith; or that Christ 
does not intercede for the elect until after their rege- 
neration. 

11. That saving faith is the mere belief of the word 
of God, and not a grace of the Holy Spirit. 

12. That regencration is the act of the sinner him- 
self, and that it consists in a change of his governing 
purpose, which he himself must produce, and which is 
the result, not of any direct influence of the Holy 
Spirit on the heart, but chiefly, a persuasive exhibition 
of the truth analagous to the influence which one man 
exerts over the mind of another; or that regeneration 
is not an instantaneous act, but a progressive work. 
13. That God has done all that he can for the sal- 
vation of all men, and that man himself must do the 
rest. 

14. That God cannot exert such influence on the 
minds of men, as shall make it certain that they will 
choose and act in a particular manner without impair- 
ing their moral agency. 

15. ‘That the righteousness of Christ is not the sole 
ground of the sinner’s acceptance with God ; and that 
in no sense does the righteousness of Christ become 
ours. 

16. That the reason why some differ from others in 
regard to their reception of the Gospe! is, that they 
make themselves to differ. 

It is impossible to contemplate these errors without 
perceiving, that they strike at the foundation of the 
system of Gospel grace; and that, from the days of 
Pelagius and Cassian to the present hour, their recep- 
tion has uniformly marked the character of a Church 


saints,” and sinking into deplorable corruption. ‘T'o 
bear a public and open testimony against them, and as 
far as possible to banish them from the “ household of 
faith,” is a duty which the Presbyterian Church owes 
to her Master in heaven, and without which it is im- 
possible to fulfil the great purpose for which she was 
founded by her divine Head and Lord. And the Con- 
vention is conscious that in pronouncing these errors 
unscriptural, radical, and highly dangerous, it is actua- 
ted by no feeling of party zeal; but by a firm and 
growing persuasion that such errors cannot fail in their 
ultimate effect, to subvert the foundation of Christian 
hope, and to destroy the souls of men. ‘The watchmen 
on the walls of Zion would be traitors to the trust re- 
posed in them, were they not to cry aloud, and proclaim 
: solemn warning against opinions so corrupt and de- 
usive. 


Errors in Church Order. 


Among the departures from sound Presbyterian or- 
der, against which we fcel called on to testify, as mark- 
ing the times, are the following : 

1. The formation of Presbyteries without defined 
and reasonable limits, or Presbyterics covering the 
same territory, and especially such a formation founded 
on doctrinal repulsions or aifinitics, thus intcoducing 
schism into the very vitals of the body. 


in its season.” “The flesh is weak—we are exhausted | 


been for years setting into our Church, thus making 
the Church itself a principal actor in its own dissolution 


& recess, to spend a little time in the fresh air, that the | and 


Errore in Discipli 

With the woful departures from sound doctrine, 
which we have already pointed out, and the grievous 
declensions in Church order heretofere stated, has ad- 
vanced step by step, the ruin of all sound discipline in 
large portions of our Church, until in some places our 
very name is becoming a public scandal, and the pro- 
ceedings of persons and churches connected with some 
of our Presbyteries, are hardly to be defended from 
the accusation of being blasphemous. Amongst other 
evils, uf which this Convention and the Church have 
full proof, we specify the following : 

1. The impossibility of obtaining a plain and suffi- 
cient sentence against gross errors, either in thesi or 
when found in books printed under the names of Pres- 
byterian ministers, or when such ministers have been 
directly and personally charged. 

2. The public countenance thus given to error, and 
the complete security in which our own members 
have preached and published in newspapers, pam- 
phiets, periodicals, and books, things utterly subver- 
sive of our system of truth and order, while none 
thought it possible (except in a few, and they almost 
fruitless, attempts) that discipline could be exercised, 
and therefore none attempted it. 

3. The disorderly and unseasonable meetings of the 
people, in which unauthorized and incompetent per- 
sons conducted worship in a manner shocking to 
public decency ; in which females often led in prayer, 
and sometimes in public instruction; the hasty admis- 
sion to church privileges, and the failure to exercise 
any whulesome discipline over those who subse- 
quently fell into sin, even of a public and scandal- 
ous kind; and of these and other disorders, prvaee 
and alienating the pious members of our c 
and so filling many of them with rash, ignorant, 
and unconverted persons, as gradually to destroy all 
visible distinctions between the Church and the world. 

4, While many of our ministers have propagated er- 
ror with great zcal, and disturbed the Church with 
irregular and disorderly conduct ; some have entirely 
given up the stated preaching of the Gospel, others 
have turned aside to secular pursuits, and others still 
while nominally engaged in some part of Christian 
effort, have embarked in the wild and extravagant spe- 
culations which have so remarkably signalized the 
times, thus tending to secularize and disorganize the 
very ministry of reconciliation. 


Miscellaneous Resolutions. 


1. Resolved, That the plan of Union now existing 
between the Presbyterian and Congregational Churches 
ought immediately to be abrogated. 

2. Resolved, ‘What it be enjoined on Presbyteries to 
examine ail ministers applying for admission into the 
Presbyterian Church trom other denominations, on the 
subjects of ‘lheology and Church Government, and to 
require froin them an explicit adoption of the Confes- 
sion of Faith and Form of Government. 

3. Resolved, ‘hat the operations of the American 
Home Missionary and the American Education Svu- 
Cieties, with their branches, be discountenanced, and, 
as far as possible, prevented within the ecclesiastical 
limits of the Presbyterian Church. 

4. Resolved, 'I'hat the next General Assembl 
should cite, tor trial, before its bar Synods which are 
accused by common fame of holding or tolerating any 
ot the above mentioned errors, or of adopting any 
practices opposed to Presbyterian Government; and 
that they should enjoin on Synods to cite before their 
bar for trial, Presbyteries under their care which may 
be placed in the same or similar ciremmstances; and 
that they enjoin upon Presbyteries to arraign and try 
any of their members who may be supposed to hold 
any of the torementioned errors. 

do. Resolved, ‘Vhat no Church which is not organ- 
ized according to the Constitution, should any longer 
be considered a constituent part of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

G. Resolved, That as these are times of high and dan. 
gerous CXCitubility in the public mind, when impra- 
dent or partizan men may do great injury, especially 
when they have facilities for operating on a large field, 
this Convention is of oppinion that the General As. 
sembly ought to make known to our national] societies, 
not previously noticed in the votes of this Convention, 
thut the Presbyterian Church expects of them great 
caution in the selection of their travelling agents, and 
that it ought to be regarded as peculiarly ynkind in 
any of thein to give to to the correspondence or gene- 
ral bearing of their Institutions, a bias against the 
strictest order and soundest principles in our beloved 
branch of the Church of Christ. | 

7. Resolved, ‘That Mr. Breckinridge, Mr. Pratt, and 
Mr. Ewing, commissioners to the next General As- 
sembly be requested to contest the right to seats of 
any Claiming to be commissioners to said Assembly 
who may be supposed to be constitutionally ineligible 
or not duly elected. | 


8. Whereas, certain religious periodicals and papers, 
which circulate extensively in different parts of our 
Presbyterian Church, are corrupting its members and 
drawing them away from “ the truth as it is in Jesus.” 
And whereas all our efforts to effect reform in our 
Church, must be considerably retarded, while this great 
evil remains yncorrected. Therefore, | 
Mesolved, That we will give a just and decided pre- 
ference to such religious periodicals and papers as are 
sound inthe faith, and Christian in their spirit; at the 
same time discountenancing those of an opposite charac. 
ter. And more particularly, that we will give a cordial 
and adequate support to such Presbyterian publications, 
as, during the great controversy which now shakes our 
Church, have ever been found, the open, firm, and con- 
sistent advocates of the whole truth of God, as laid 


2. The refusal of Presbyteries when requested by 

any of their members, to examine all applicants fer , 
admission into them, as to their soundness in the faith, | 
or touching any other matter connected with a fair | 
Presbyterial standing, thus concealing and conniving 
at error, in the very stronghold of truth. 

3. ‘The licensing of persons to preach the Gospel, 
and the ordaining to the office of the ministry such as 
not only accept of our standards merely for substance 
of doctrine, and others who are unfit and ought to be 
excluded for want of qualification—but of many even, | 
who openly deny fundamental principles of truth, and 

preach and publish radical errors as already set forth. 

4, The formation of a great multitude and variety 

of creeds which are often incompatible, false, and con- 

tradictory of each other and our Confession of Faith 

and of the Bible; but which even if true are needless, 

seeing that the public and authorised standards of the 

Church are fully sufficient for the purposes for which 

such formularies were introduced: namely, as public 

testimonies of our faith and practice, as aids to the 

teaching of the people truth and rigiiteousness, and as 

iastruments of ascertaining and preserving the unity 

of the Spirit in the bonds of peace; provided that the 
adoption of this resolution shall not interfere with the 

use ofa brief abstract of the doctrines of our Confes- 
sion of Faith, in the public reception of private mem- 

bers of the Church. 

5. The needless ordination of a multitude of men to 

the office of Evangelist, and the consequent tendency 
to a gencral neglect of the pastoral office; to frequent 
and hurtful changes of pastoral relations; to the mul- 
tiplication of spurious excitements, and to the spread 
of heresy and fanaticism, thus weakening and bring- 

ing into contempt the ordinary and stated agents and 
means, for the conversion of sinners, and the edifica- 
tion of the body of Christ. 

6. The disuse of the office of ruling elders in portions 
of the Church, and the consequent growth of practices 
and principles entirely foreign to our systein; thus de- 
priving the pastors of needful assistants in discipline, 
the people of proper guides in Christ, and the churches 
— representatives in the ecclesiastical tribu- 
nals. 

7. The electing and ordaining ruling elders, with 
the express understanding that they are to serve but 
for a limited time. 

8. A progressive change in the system of Presbyte- 
rial representation in the General Assembly, which has 
been persisted in by those holding the ordinary majo- 
rities, and carried out into detail by those disposed to 
take unduc advantage of existing opportunities, until 
the actual representation seldom exhibits the true 
state of the Church, and many questions of the deepest 
interest have been decided contrary to the fairly ascer- 
tained wishes of the majority of the Church and people 
in our communion, thus virtually subverting the essen- 
tial principles of freedem, justice, and equality, on 
which our whole system rests. 

9. The unlimited and irresponsible power, assumed 
by several associations of men under various names, to 
exercise authority and influence, direct and indirect, 
over Presbyters, as to their field uf labour, place of resi- 
dence, and mode of action in the difficult circumstances 
of our Church, thus actually throwing the control of 
affairs in large portions of the Church, and sometimes 
in the General Assembly itself, out of the hands of the 
Presbyteries into those of single individuals or small 
communities located at a distance. 

10. The unconstitutional decisions and violent pro- 
ceedings of several General Assemblies, and especially 
those of 1832, 3, 4, and 6, directly or indirectly sub- 
verting some of the fundamental principles of Presby- 
terian government—effectually discountenancing dis- 
cipline, if not rendering it impossible, and plainly con- 
niving at and favouring, if not virtually affirming as 


” 
tions among you. | 


down in our inestimable standards. And we earnestly 
recommend this course to all who in sincerity and 
truth love the doctrines and polity of the Presbyterian 


' Church in these United States. 


9. Resolved, That Messrs. Engles and Baird be a Com- 
mitte to have 2500 copies of the minutes of this Con- 
vention printed for distribution among the Presbyteries 
or minorities of Presbyteries represented in this Con- 
vention. | 


a 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


SATURDAY, MAY 20, 1837. 


To our Reapers.—In order to make room for the 
proceedings of the Convention, we have been obliged 
to omit several communications and advertisements, 
as well as editorial matter, and our usual quantity of 
secular news. 


GeneraL Assemsty.—The General Assembly met 
in the Central Presbyterian Church, in Philadelphia, 
on Thursday, May 18th, at eleven o’clock, A. M. and 
was opened with a sermon by the Moderator of the 
last Assembly, the Rev. John Witherspoon, D. D., from 
1 Cor. i. 10, 11. “ Now, I beseech you brethren, by 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind, and in the same judgment. For it hath 
been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by those 
which are of the house of Chloe, that there are conten- 
In the afternoon the General Assembly met, and 
proceeded to the election of Moderator, when the Rev. 
D. Exxiot, D. D. received 137 votes, and the Rev. 
Baxter Dickinson (the New-school candidate) 106 
votes ; Old-schoolmajority 31. | 
The Rev. Horace S. Pratt, of Georgia, was elected 
Temporary Clerk by a majority of 30 votes. _ 
The Rev. Joun M. Kress, of New York, was elected 
Permanent Clerk of the Goncral Assembly by a majo- 
rity of 41 votes over the Rev. Grorce DuFFIELD, of 
Philadelphia. | 

It there should be no change in these relative forces, 
the reform of the Church will be accomplished. 

present to our readers ex- 
tended report of the proceedings of the Convention 
until the time of the meeting of the Assembly. 
After our roll had been printed, several additional 
members arrived, making in all one hundred and 
twenty-four delegates, about forty more than attended 
the Convention of 1835 in Pittsburgh. The debates 
were animated, the spirit displayed was generall 
kind, and the votes were remarkably unanimous. It 
was manifest to all that the spirit of reform was on 
the alert, and that the orthodox were more fully awake 
to the true state of the Church than at any preceding 
period. ‘I'he principal and material resolutions adopted 
during the sessions, we have placed together, that they 
may be seen at one view. The Convention will con- 
tinue in session, that they may be prepared to act in 
any emergency. | 


TuroLocicaL Booxs.—Mr. J. Whetham, of Philadel- 
phia, in addition to the very large collection of theo- 
logical and miscellaneous books which he has re- 
cently imported, has, in connexion with the Teggs’ of 
London, one of the largest book establishments of that 
metropolis, published some valuable works, to which 


urches, | 


ticularly our clerical friends, who may wish te enrich 
their libraries. Among these we notice— 

Neal's of the Puritans, 3. vols. 8vo. An ad- 
mirable work, containing a vast fand of intereoting 


information to which every atudent 

have access; indeed, Neal is an to 

any one who wishes to become acquamted oné of 

the most interesting epochs in the history’of the 'Eng- 


enning’s Jewish Antiquities, 1 vol. 8vo. The work 
of Jenaings is founded on Gedwin's Moses and Aaron, 
and is a standard book. This is the ninth edition, It 
treats of the rites, customs, and opinions of the Jews, 
a knowledge of which ie essential to a proper under- 
standing of the Scriptures. 2 

Maasillon’s Sermons, with a life of the author, 1 vol. 
8vo. Massillon stands in the first rank of French 
pulpit orators, and, although a Roman Catholic, his 
sermons are characterized by many excellencies. To 
those who have not access to the original, this transla. 
tion will furnish a pretty good estimate cf the pecu 
liarities of the French preacher. 

Witsius on the Economy of the Covenants, 2 vols. 8vo. 
The original is in Latin, and this, we believe, is the 
only English version, which, although occasionally ob- 
scure, generally conveys the meaning of the author. 
We need not say a word in praise of this sound sys- 
tem of divinity; all theologians are already acquainted 
with it, at least by reputation. Harvey lamented it as 
among his “ test losses” that he had not become 
acquainted with it sooner than he did. 
land’s View of Deistical Writers, } vol. 8vo. Le- 
land has always been regarded as a formidable antago- 
nist to the whole host of infidels, and in his review of 
them, from Lord Herbert down, it is acknow 
that he has rendered a most important service to 
a His work will be found in every good 

rary. 
Among the smaller works, we notice that admira- 
ble little book, Fisher’s Marrow of Divinity; Coles 
on God’s Sovereignty, which displays an extraordi- 
nary acquaintance with the Scriptures; the acute 
work of Ellis on the Knowledge of Divine Things, 
and the delightful Treatise of Howe on Delighting in 
God. All these books are London printed, and are of- 
fered at fuir prices. 7 
Mr. Whetham has also published, from the Edin. 
burg edition, The Christian Pastor’s Manual, which 
embodies a collection of tracts on the duties, difficul- 
ties, and encouragements of the Christian ministry, 
edited by John Brown. The tracts are judiciously se- 
lected from Watts, Jennings, Booth, Erskine, Mason, 
Bostwick, Newton, Scott, and Cecil, and collectively, 
form a manual which may greatly contribute to the 
comfort and usefulness of those who labour in the 
ministry. 


To CommissionERS To THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.— 
Any moneys which may be sent to the General As- 
sembly for the Western Presbyterian Herald will be 
received by the Rev. H. H. Hopkins, a commissioner: 
from the Louisville Presbytery. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE SOUTHERN RELI- 
GIOUS TELEGRAPH. 


May 17, 1837. 
Rev. and Dear Sir—Please to inform your readers 


y | that the Rev. Mr. P., to whom your editorial letters on 


doctrinal subjects are addressed, is not the Rev. Mr. 
Plumer, who has already and extensively been sup- 
posed to be the gentleman, who in May, 1837, in- 
eae What are the erroneous theories concerning 

riginal Sin to which the Church is exposed?” This 
seems, to Mr. Plumer, like asking what was. the 
ground of dispute and contest between England and 
her colonies, which caused the American Revolution. 
The inquiry is very late—too late tor Mr. Plumer. 


ANNIVERSARIES. 


Board of Education. 
The’ Annivetsary of the Board of Education of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, will be 
held on Wednesday, the 24th inst. at half past 7 
o’clock, P. M. in the Central Presbyterian Church. 
Bourd of Missions. 
The Anniversary of the Board of Missions of the 
General Assembly, on Thursday evening, the 25th 
inst, at the same place, at half past 7 P. M. 
Western Foreign Missionary Society. | 
The Anniversary of the Westean Foreign Mission. 
ary Society will be held on Friday, the 26th, at the 
same place, at half past 7 P. M. i 


Infant School Society. 

The Tenth Anniversary of the “ Infant School So-- 
ciety of Philadelphia” will be held on Monday next, 
May 22d, at 11 o’clock, in Mr. Boardman’s Church, 
corner of Twelfth and Walnut streets. A public ex. 
amination of children will take place at that time. The 
annual report will be read, and addresses delivered. 
As the treasury for the support of the schovls for 
white children is exhausted, a collection will be taken 
up. Friends of education and the public are invited 
to attend. 3 
_ Pennsylvania Colonization Socieey. 
The anniversary meeting of the Pennsylvania Colo- 
nization Society will be held in the Central Church, 
Corner of Eighth and Cherry, on Monday evening, the: 
22d inst., at half past seven o’clock. 

Messrs Witherspoon, Breckinridge, and Plumer, are’ 
expected to address the meeting. | Sie 


State Temperance Society. ee 
The Pennsylvania State Temperance Society, wi? 
hold its Tenth Anniversary on Tuesday evening next, 
at half past seven o’clock, in the Central Church, cor- 
ner of Eighth and Cherry streets, ‘The annual report 
will be read, and addresses will be delivered by the 
Mr. Plummer, of Virginia, and Rev. Thomas P. 

unt. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Congress of the United States.—The President of 
the United States has issued his proclamation, ap- 
pointing the first Monday of September next for: the 
meeting of Congress in the City of Washington. 
Money Affairs.—So fast as the accounts of the sus- 
pension of specie payment in the commercial cities 
reach the interior, the same measure is adopted by the 
banks there. ‘This is the natural course of events, and. 
may be said to have been generally anticipated. It is 
not at all probable, that a single bank in the Union will 
be found standing out against this precautionary mea- 
sure, a month hence. : 


United States and Mexico.—The Pensacola Gazette 
of the 6th inst. has the following :—The Mexican brig 
of war, General Urrea, was brought into port yes- 
terday evening, in charge of Lieut. Moore, of the U. 
S. navy. She was captured by the U.S. sloop of war 
Natchez, off Matamora. We understand that Capt. 


-Marias, of the brig, is on board, together with a small 


portion of the Mexican crew, and that fifty men were 
transferred from the General Urrea to the Natchez. 
We have heard that the ground of the capture was, 
that the Brig had taken a vessel belonging to citizens 
of the United States. 


Buffalo Banks.—It is important that every person 
who holds the bills of the banks of Buffalo, should be 
apprised that, notwithstanding the injunction, he is en- 
tirely free from any danger of loss.—There is now in 
the hands of the Comptroller toward seven hundred 
thousand dollars of money belonging to the safety fund, 
which is not deposited in banks, but is invested in the 
same manner with the school fund. ‘This amount is 
appropriated, by law, when it is necessary, for the 
payment of the bills of all the safety fund banks. The 
capital of the three banks at Buffalo, which is a million 
of dollars, is also pledged. In addition to this, 
$15,740,260 of the capital of the country banks, and 
$15,740,260 of the capital of the city banks, is sub- 
ject to a tax until they make good any deficiency 
which, by any possibility may occur. The holder of 
these bills can, therefore, lose nothing in any possible 
event. The only inconvenience he may suffer, is the 
loss of the time until they are redeemed. For the 
loss of time, he is entitled to receive, after demand, 
at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum. -The bills of all 
safety fund banks are thus protected, and every bill 
issued by them, under = circumstance, is free from 
loss.— Geneva Gazette, May 10. : 


WESTERN FUREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
’ The annual meeting, for business, of the members 
of the Board of Directors of the Western Foreign 
Missionary Society will be held in the Session Room 
of the Sixth Presbyterian Church, (Mr. Winchester’s) 
on Tuesday evening, the 23d inst., at half-past 7o’clock. 
The members of the Board are requested to be punctual 
in their attendance, as business of importance wilk be 
before them. 3 


NOTICE. 

The Rev, J. Witaerspoon, D. D. of South Carolina, 
will preach at the Orphan Asylum corner of Chegry 
and Schuylkill 5th streets, next Sabbath afternoon at 
half-past 3 o’clock 


Sy;ANTED IMMEDIATELY, a Teacher of Mu- 
sic, French, and Painting, for a plcasant part 
in Virginia. Apply at 23 Girard street, or 154 Market 


true, the whole current of false doctrine which has 


we would direct the attention of our readers, and par- 


street, or to Rev. Wm. S. Plumer, who is a member of 
| the present General Assembly. 
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if matare’s childhood; 
nere @ thousand flowers are springing, 
Phousand birds are ‘singing ; 
Where the golden sunbeams quiver, 
the. verdure-girdled river; 
Latour youth of feeling out — 
the youth of nature shout, 
_ While the waves repeat our voice, 
Weleome Spring! rejoice! rejoice! 
HUMANITY’S GEM. 
ee BY THE REV. JOSHUA MARSDEN. 
Jesus wept.” John xi. 35. 
-' How sweet is the tear of regret, 
That drops from humanity’s eye ; 
How lovely the cheek that is wet, 
"Phe bosom that heaves with a sigh! 
"This world is # sorrowful stage, 
_.... A yalléy of weeping and woe— 
childhood to garrulous age, 
dhe tear uninvited will flow. 
Our own, or another's distress, 
.. Will force the soft lustre to fall, 
_ ‘Nor can the mild bosom do less 
tose “Than grieve for the sorrows of all ; 
_. For he who hag nought to impart, 
_, .o]May at least give the wretched a tear, 
ik “Til somfort the sorrowful heart 
_ When no other comfort is near. 
The Saviour in sympathy wept, 
gave the relief, 
When Lazarus mortally slept, 
To his sister o’erwhelmed with grief; 
~~ He'sorrowed for Solyma’s doom, 
be sat upon, Olivet’s steep— 
~ He thought on her judgment to come, 
And pity constrained him to weep. 


‘PHOUGHT BEFORE SUNSET. 
God of the-sun-light hours, how sad 
.. Would evening twilight be, 


Or night, in deeper shadows clad 
ny If augat were dark to Thee! 


~~ How mournfully that golden gleam 

~ . Would touch the thoughtful heart, 
.. If, with its soft refining beam, 
We saw thy light depart; 


~ "But no;—the sunset hours may hide 
These gentle rays awhile; 
And deep through ocean’s wave may glide 
The slumber of their smile. 


Enough, while these dall heavens may low’r, 
If here Thy presence be; 
-Then midnight shall be morning hour, 
.. And darkness light to me. 


- Through the deep gloom of mortal things, 
Thy light of love can throw 
That ray which gilds an angel’s wings, 
"To soothe the pilgrima's woe. 


TO-MORROW. 
_ (From Martial, by Cowley.) 
To-morrow you will live, you always cry : 
In what far country does this morrow lie, 
That "tis so mighty long ere it arrive? 
Re the Indies does this morrow live? 
*Tig so far.fetch’d this morrow, that I fear 
will be both very-old and very dear. 
To-morrow [ will live, the fool does say: 
To-day itself’s too late; the wise liv’d yesterday. 
the Church of England Magazine. 
FIRST FLOWERS OF SPRING. 
“The year advances, and we are favoured with 
many tokens of the faithfulness of that Jehovah 
who, at the appointed season, renews the face of 
the, earth. The desolation of winter has not as yet, 
indeed, entirely gone by; but the appearance of the 
earlier flowers, like the springing of hope in the 
disconsolaté bosom, is hailed as. the forerunner of 
ighter days. 3 
hese flowers remind the husbandman that the 
seed-time is approaching, and consequently there 


is now increased activity and bustle. The ground 
is red for the reception of the corn—art is 


called into aid the natural fruitfulness of the soil. 
Nature appears to be refreshed by her repose. 
“Fair weather cometh out of the north,” and the 
call of Providence to man is to set about energetic 
employment. And youth is the spring-time of life, 
which is to be spent in the diligent cultivation of 
all the powers and faculties of the mind—in the 
acquisition. of useful knowledge, more especially 
of that which maketh “ wise unto salvation.” It 
is the season when, according to the wise man’s 
exhortation, the Creator is to be remembered, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh,” when it will be said, “I have no pleasure in 
them.” And what a responsibility does this bring 
With it to the Christian parent and guardian, to 
tuke heed to inculcate right principles in the minds 
of those whom God has entrusted to his care? And 
how much encouragement is there for the Christian 
minister in the morning to sow his seed, and in the 
evening to withhold not his hand! for he knows not 
whether shall prosper, either this or that. The in- 
struction of the young—those first flowers of life’s 
spring-time—is perhaps the most delightful of all a 
minister's labours. He has, indeed, ignorance to 
contend with; but ignorance is more easily over- 
come than that knowledge of the counsels of 
the ungodly, which commonly belong to more ad- 

rs. He has evil to encounter; but it is 
the evil of nature, not yet rendered obstinate by 
habit—of vicious “erage not yet strengthened 
by indulgence, till the attempt to eradicate them is 
nothing less than ‘the plucking out a right eye,’ 
or ‘cutting off a right hand.’:- There is no greater 
satisfaction than to see the ‘listless mind awaken- 
ing into attention—the vacant look of ignorance 
ually quickened by intelligence—and the rude 


and self-willed being, which lately appeared to ad- | 


mit of no restraint, to acknowledge no obligation, 
now feeling itself the creature of God, and ob- 

ining its spiritual rights as an accountable ‘ mem- 
ber of Christ, and inheritor of the kingdom of hea- 
ven.” Awful iadeed will be that minister’s ac- 
count, who has paid no attention to the lambs of 
the beautiful flock that :has been given him. Fear- 
fil ig the ‘parent's responsibility to bring up the 
children whielyGod has vouchsafed to him in the 
and admonition of the Lord take care 


hat’ the rank weéds, which luxuriate in the soil 


of the natural heart, spring not up to choke the 
principles which may have been implanted. 
The first flowers of spring speedily wither; de- 
resents even in the infant year: and so in the 
raddy, and antly healthy child, may there be 
lurking some. fatal, though as yet undiscovered ma- 
lady, which shall lay in the dust; and the flowers 
of summer shall send forth their fragrance around 
its tiny grave—for childhood and youth are vanity. 
How many a 'parent’s tears have bedewed the bier 
on which were.stretched the sad remains of some 
cherished object of affection cut off in early bloom! 
Happy that child who, in life’s early spring-time, 
‘is transplanted from a soil, at the best, bleak and 
barren, to blossom eternally in heaven’s unchang- 
ing apring Happy that child which, washed in 
~ the blood of Jesus, shall be folded in his. everlasting 
“arms, and sheltered in his bosom from every blast ! 
Blessed, for ever blessed, that child of fallen Adam, 
whose sun has gone down in life’s early morning; 
_. and who, untried by the storms and tempests, the 
4 begs ‘and, the darkness. of a sinful world, shall 
of the Sun of Righteousness for 
ver ! 


ever 


‘class, from which the 
taken : 


of. God.’ 


speak enough of them. 


54 


[a SCHOLAR'S MESSAGE TOA BIBLE| ON 

nesday. ‘ This ship when she was sent to the 

coast of Africa, had put upon her, at the sug- 


‘Miss Peters, whose memoir, by the : 


A. Clark, -bae;been recently published, 
under. the «title of “‘The Young Disciple,” 


dictated .a-few days before ber death, a mes- 
ito her companions in her pastor’s Bible 
following passages are 


“Make the Bible the study of your lives, 


~* Tread it with humble, fervent prayer for wis- 


dom to understand its sacred truths, and grace 
to receive its precious promises. Be not dis- 
couraged if darkness or dulaess cloud the 


| mind: if you are in earnest to secure the sal- 
us 
‘quit wild wood, 


vation of your souls, the Spirit of God can and 
will remove all difficulties. Lay up large 
portions of it in your snemories while in 
health, for the Bible abounds in the richest 
consolations, which the sick bed the death bed 
alone can enable us to appreciate. Volumes 
cannot express the exceeding great richness 
of its consolations tome. It has been my 
meat and drink. You may not now feel the 
value of them, but they will be revived to 
the recollection and blessed to the soul, when 


}all other supports fail. The promises are as 


marrow and fatness to me. When disease 
wastes this tabernacle of clay and lays its re- 
maining strength prostrate, that I have not 
power to move for hours, promise after pro- 


mise of the love of God rises to my mind, 
-|and sustains my soul. 


O that I could tell 
you of the value of the Bible! It is my 
manna, my more than angel’s food ; for it tells 
me of redeeming love, it tells me that the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin, 
and that God is in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself. O, it fills my soul with 
joy and gladness at the glorious prospect be- 
yond the grave. : 

“OQ that Bible class! I shall bless God 
through the countless ages of eternity, for the 
instruction of that Bible class! I speak not 
thus of myself to seek my own honour but 
the glory of him who hath redeemed me unto 
God by his blood. The praise and glory aré 
God’s, to him be ascribed all the honour. O 
that it might redound to his glory, in bring- 
ing one of the members of Grace Church Bible 
class to lay hold of the hope set bcfore us! 
Despise not the preaching of the cross, it 
may be foolishness to the giddy, and the 
thoughtless, but, on the bed of death, it will 
be found ‘ the power of God, and the wisdom 
How can the sinner be just before 
God, but through the atoning blood of the 
Lamb? The sweetest consolations, and the 
strongest hopes upon the bed of death flow 
from the cross. ‘God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of Christ.’ 


“From the cross uplifted high, 
Where the Saviour deigns to die. 
What melodious sounds I hear, 
-Barsting on the ravished ear; 
Love’s redeeming work is done, 
Come, and welcome, sinners, come.” 


* And O, let one who expects shortly to} 


appear before God, and hopes to appear 
washed in blood and clothed in righteousness 
of Christ—let such an one plead with you— 
be ye reconciled to Him, who hath redeemed 
you, not with corruptible things as silver and 
gold, but with the precious blood of the Son 
of God, as a Lamb slain without spot.” The 
desire of my heart, and prayer to God is, 
that ye may feel the value of that blood ; that 
ye may be washed in it frem all stain of sin, 
and be presented before God, the Father, 
without spot or wrinkle, that so the Saviour 
may see of the travail of his soul ; and be sa- 
tisfied in your salvation. O the precious blood 
and bitter sufferings of my Saviour. I cannot | 
The bitter anguish 


he endured for my salvation! Let these be 


deeply engraved in your hearts, and let this 
abounding love of God towards you, mani- 
fested by the death of hisSon for your re- 
demption, lead you to dedicate yourselves 
wholly to his service. I feel this morning that 
God is love; his love is unspeakable. 
love with which he fills my soul, words cannot 
express. 
thing but this could support me on this bed 
of sickness; nothing but this love could 


The 


O that ye may feel this love! No. 


make me peaceful and joyful in the pros- 
pect of soon appearing before his throne.” 


INDIAN JUGGLERS. 


A man who in 1828 scated himself in the 
air, without any apparent support, excited as 
much interest and curiosity as the automaton 
chess player, who astonished all Europe a few 
years ago; drawings were exhibited in all 
the Indian papers, and various conjectures 
formed respecting the secret of his art, but no 
very satisfactory discovery was made of the 
means by which he effected an apparent im- 
possibility. The bodies of the Madras jug- 


glers are so lithe and supple as to resemble 


thuse of serpents rather than men. An artist 
of this kind will place a Jadder upright on the 
ground, and wind himself in and out through 
the rungs until he reaches the top, descend- 
ing in the same manner, keeping the ladder, 
which has no support whatever, in a perpendi- 
cular position. Some of the most: accom- 
plished tumblers will spring over an enormous 
elephant, or five camels placed abreast; and 
in rope dancing they are not to be outdone by 
any of the wonders of Saddler’s Wells. Swal- 
lowing the sword is acommon operatiun, even 
by those who are not considered to be the 
most expert; and they have various other ex- 
ploits with naked weapons of a most frightful 
nature. A woman (for females are quite equal 
to the men in these kind of feats) will dip the 
point of a sword in some black pigment; the 
hilt is then fixed firmly in the ground, and 
after a few whirls in the air, the artist takes 
off a portion of the pigment with her eye lid. 
A sword and four daggers are placed in the 
ground, with their edges and points upwards, 
at such distance from each other as to admit 
of a man’s head between them; the operator 
then plants a scimitar firmly in the ground, 
sits down behind it, and at a bound throws 
himself over the scimitar, pitching his head 
exactly in the centre between the daggers, 
and turning over, clears them and the sword. 
Walking over the naked edges of sabres seems 
to be perfectly easy ; and some of these peo- 
ple will stick a sword in the ground, and step 
upon the point in crossing over it. A more 
agreeable display of the lightness and activity, 
which would enable the performers to tread 
over flowers without bending them, is shown 
upon a piece of thin linen cloth stretched out 
slightly in the hands of four persons, which 
is traversed without ruffling it, or forcing it 
from the grasp of the holders. The lifting of 
heavy weights with the eye lids is another very 
disgusting exhibition. Some of the optical 
deceptions are exceedingly curious, and en- 


-quirers are till this day puzzled to guess how 


plants and flowers can be instantaneously pro- 


_ ACTION OF ZINC ON COPPER. 


gestion of Dr. Bumpus, some protecting bars 
of zinc, for the purpose of preventing the cor- 
rosion and loss of weight of copper; the gal- 
vanic influence has been such, that about her 
stern and rudder, and the two or three upper 
streaks of her whole length, where the fric- 
tion of the water may be presumed to be the 
greatest, the copper has rotted off, and barna- 
cles of considerable size were found adher- 
ing to the wood; the copper was otherwise 
tolerably clean, but we have no doubt has 
lost in weight; the experiment is conse- 
quently a failure. 
SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCE, 

A young woman, named Rebecca Walker, 
whose parents reside at Crowland, died on 
Friday last, after remaining in a state of as- 
phyxia for nine weeks. She become insen- 
sible and apparently dead, and it was only on 
the closest inspection it could be perceived 
that she breathed. During this time nothing 
was administered to her but a spoonful of 
water occasionally. Before her death she be- 
came a complete skeleton. On a post mortem 
examination her heart was found to be of the 
size of a chicken’s. 


PERILS OF ELEPHANT HUNTING. 

The beautiful stream called by the Daffres 
the Gualana, after leaving the village, took 
its course through an extensive wood or 
jungle, and again made its appearance in 
an open meadow, running close under the 
high hills on one side of the valley for several 
hundred yards, when it again entered a long 
strip of jungle. In consequence of losing my 
way in the jungle, I could not overtake the 
hunters until they had driven the elephants 
from their first station. 

On getting out of the wood I was proceed- 
ing through the meadow to a kloof, or ravine, 
where I heard the firing, when I was sudden- 
ly warned of @pproaching danger by loud cries 
of, ‘, Pas op.” (look out) coupled with my 
name in Dutch and English! and, at the same 
moment, heard the cracking of broken 
branches, produced by the elephants burst- 
ing through the wood and their angry screams 
resounding among the precipitous banks of 
the river. 

Immediately a large female, accompanied 
by three others of a smaller size, issued from 
the jungle which skirted the river margin. 
As they were not more than two hundred 
yards off, and were proceeding directly to- 
wards me, I had not much time to decide on 
my motions. Being alone, and in the middle 
of a little open plain, I saw that I must inevita- 
bly be caught should I fire in this position 
and my shot not take effect. 

I therefore retreated hastily ont of their 
direct path, thinking they would not observe 
me, until [ should find a better opportunity to 
attack them. But in this 1 was mistaken; 
for, on looking back, I perceived, to my dis- 
may, that they had left their former course, 
and were rapidly pursuing and gaining ground 
on me. Under these circumstances, I de- 
termined to reserve my fire asa last resource ; 
and, turning off at right angles in the opposite 
direction, I made for the banks of the small 
river, with the view to take refuge among the 
rocks on the other side, where I should have 
been safe. 

Before I got within fifty yards of the river, 
the elephants were within twenty paces of 
me—the large female in the middle, and the 
other three on either side of her, apparently 
with the intention of making sure of me; all 
of them screaming so tremendously, that I 
was almost stunned by the noise. I immedi- 
ately turned round, cocked my gun, and 
aimed at the head of the largest—the female. 
But the gun, unfortunately, from the powder 
being damp, hung fire till I was in the act of 
taking it from my shoulder, when it went off, 
and the ball merely grazed the side of her 
head, 

Halting only for an instant, the animal 
again rushed furiously forward. I fell—t 
cannot say whether struck down by her trunk 
or not. She then made a thrust at me with 
her tusk. Fortunately for me she had only 
one, which, still more luckily, missed its 
mark. Seizing me with her trunk by the 
middle, she threw me betwcen her fore-feet, 
and knocked me about between them for a 
little space; I was scarcely in a condition to 
compute the time very accurately, but, judg- 
ing from iny feelings, it appeared an intoler- 
ably long one, and [ had great reason to com- 
plain of the “ Jeaden-footed minute, which 
seemed to be hours in my uncomfortable 
situation. | 


such force that I felt the bones bending under 
the weight—and then she trod on the middle 
of my arm, which forttunately lay flat on the 
ground at the time. During this rough hand. 
ling, however, I never entirely lost my recollec- 
tion, else I have little doubt she would have 
settled my accounts with this world; but 
owing to the roundness of her foot, I generally 
managed, by twisting my body and limbs, to 
escape her direct tread. 3 

While I was still undergoing this buffeting, 
Lieutenant Chisholm, of the Royal African 
Corps, and Diedrick, a Hottentot, fired seve- 
ral shots from the side of a neighbouring hill, 
one of which hit her in the shoulder; and at 
the same time her companions retired and 
screaming to her from the edge of the forest, 
she reluctantly left me, giving me a cuff or 
two with her hind feet in passing. I rose, 
picked up my gtn and staggered away as fast 
as my aching bones would allow me; but, 
observing that she turned round, as if medi- 
tating a second attempt on my life before 
entering the bush—I lay down in the long 
grass, by which means I escaped her observa- 
tion.— From Lieut. Moodie’s Ten Years in 
S. Africa. 


POPULATION OF CITIES AND TOWNS IN 
BRITISA INDIA, 

The city of Calcutta is computed to con- 
tain 265,000 inhabitants; the town of Mad- 
ras, 160,000; the town and island of Bom- 
bay, 162,570; the town and island of Singa- 
pore, 25,000; the town and island of Penang, 
57,400; and the town and territory of Malac- 
ca, 33,800; -making a total in these six 
places of 703,770. The following is the 
number of British firms, at the several ports 
of British India:—Calcutta, before the fai- 
lure in 1830, 50; at present 62; Bombay, 
17; Singapore, 15; Madras, 10; Penang, 2. 


To these, perhaps, we ought to add Canton, 


where a large body of English merchants are 


settled, amenable to a certain extent, to En- 


glish laws. We find here no less than 11 


English firms, some of them very wealthy, 


besides six American houses of great respec- 


tability, and a considerable body of Parsee 


duced from seeds.—Miss Roberts’ Hindostan | merchants, who are British subjects. 


Once she pressed her foot on my chest with | 


STONE MOUNTAIN. 
This extraordinary elevation may be con- 
sidered as not only one of the most remark- 


able mountains in North America, but as one 
of the greatest natural curiosities in the 
known world. Imagine a perpendicular wall 
of solid marble, five or six hundred yards in 
length, and four hundred yards high, rising in 
grandeur and sublimity from the plain below. 
The Macon Messenger gives a full descrip- 
tion of the mountain made by a recent tra- 
veller, who states the circumference to be six 
miles, and the height twenty-two hundred and 
fifty feet, it rounds off at the top, like the 
dome of some magnificent edifice, and may 
have been the lofty temple whence the sav- 
age sent up his sacrifices to his strange gods. 
The stone mountain is situated in De Kalb 
county, Georgia, and is perhaps the most stu- 
pendous of the many natural curiosities with 
which our country abounds. 


GAMBLING, 


In England, this vice has at all times been 
looked upon as one of pernicious conse- 
quences to the commonwealth, and _ has, 
therefore, long been prohibited. 'The money 
lost in this way, is even recoverable again by 
law. Some of the laws on this subject were 
enacted as early as the time of Queen Anne, 
and not a few of the penalties are very se- 
vere.. Every species of gambling is strictly 
forbidden in the British army, and occasion- 
ally punished with great severity, by order of 
the commander-in-chief. These facts show 
the state of public opinion in that country, 
in regard to the evil tendency of this prac- 
tice. 

Men of immense wealth, have in some in- 
‘stances, entered gambling-houses, and in the 
short space of an hour have found themselves 
reduced to absolute beggary. ‘Such men 
not often lose not only what their purses or 
bankers can supply, but their houses, lands, 
jewels; in fine, every thing of which they 
call themselves masters, even to their very 
clothes ;—then perhaps a pistol terminates 
their mortal career.” 

Fifteen bours a day are devoted by many 
infatuated persons in some countries to this 
unhappy practice. In the middle of the day, 
while the wife directs with prudence and 
economy the administration of her husband’s 
house, he abandons himself to become the 
prey of rapacious, midnight, and midday rob- 
bers. The result is, that he contracts debts, 
is stripped of his property, and his wife and 
children are sent to the alms-house, while he, 
perhaps, perishes in a prison. 

My life has been chiefly spent in a situa- 
tion where comparatively little of this vice 
prevails. Yet, I have known one individual 
who divided his time between hunting and 
gambling. About four days in the week 
were regularly devoted to the latter practice. 
From breakfast to dinner, from dinner to tea, 
from tea to nine o’clock, this was his regular 
employment, and was pursued incessantly. 
The man was about seventy years of age. 
He did not play for very large suins, it is true ; 
seldom more than from five to twenty dol- 
lars, and it was his uniform practice to re- 
tire precisely at nine o'clock, and without 
supper. 

Generally, however, the night is more es- 
pecially devoted to this employment. I have 
occasionally been at public-houses, or on 
board of vessels, where a company was play- 
ing, and have known many hundreds of dol- 
lars lost in a single night. In one instance, 
the most horrid midnight oaths and blasphemy 
were indulged. Besides, there is an almost 
direct connexion between the gambling table 
and brothel; and the one is seldom long un- 
accompanied by the other. 

Scarcely less obvious and direct is the con- 
nexion between this vice and intemperance. 
If the drunkard is not always a gambler, the 
gambler is almost without exception intem- 
perate. There is, for the most part, a union 
of the three—horrible as the alliance may 
be—I mean gambling, intemperance, and de- 
bauchery. 

There is even a species of intoxication at- 
tendant on gambling. Reed, in speaking of 
one form of this vice which prevails in Eu- 


irregular as all other games of hazard—rapid 
as lightning in its movements—its strokes 
succeed each other with an activity that re- 
doubles the ardour of the player’s blood, and 
often deprives him of the advantage of re- 
flection. In fact, a man after half an hour’s 
play, who for the whole night may not have 
taken any thing stronger than water, has all 
the appearance of drunkenness.” And who 
has not seen the flushed cheek and the red 
eye, produced simply by the excitement of an 
ordinary gambling table? 

It is an additional proof of the evil of gam- 
bling that every person devoted to it, feels it 
to be an evil. Why then does he not refrain? 
Because he has sold himself a slave to the 
deadly habit, as effectually as the drunkard 
to his cups. 

Burgh, in his Dignity of Human Nature, 
sums up the evils of this practice in a single 
paragraph : 

“Gambling is an amusement wholly un- 
worthy of rational beings, having neither the 
pretence of exercising the Lody, of exerting 
ingenuity, or of giving any natural pleasure, 
and owing its entertainment wholly to an un- 
natural and vitiated taste; the cause of infi- 
nite loss of time, of enormous destruction of 
money, of irritating the passions, of stirring 
up avarice, of innumerable sneaking tricks 
and frauds, of encouraging idleness, of dis- 
gusting people against their proper employ- 
ments, and of sinking and debasing all that is 
truly great and valuable in the mind. 

Let me warn you, then, my young readers, 
nay, more, let me urge you never to enter 
this dreadful road. Shun it as you would the 
road to destruction. ‘Take not the first step, 
—the moment you do, all may be lost. Say 
not that you can command yourselves, and 
can stop when you approach the confines of 
danger. So thousands have thought as sin- 
cerely as yourselves—and yet they fell. 
‘The probabilities that we shall fall where 
so many have fallen,’ says Dr. Dwight, ‘are 
millions to one; and the contrary opinion is 
only the dream of lunacy.” 

When you are inclined to think yourself 
safe, consider that multitudes who once felt 
themselves equally so, have been corrupted, 
distressed, and ruined by gambling, both for 
this world and that which is tocome. Think 
how many families have been plunged by it 
in beggary, and overwhelmed by it in vice. 
Think how many persons have become liars 
at the gambling table; how many perjured ; 
how many drunkards; how many phasphem- 
ers; how many suicides. ‘If Europe,” said 
Montesque, “is to be ruined, it will be 


tuined by gambling.” If the United States 


are to be ruined, gambling, in some of its 
forms, will be a very efficient agent in accom- 


plishing the work. 


rope, says: is in fact, a prompt murderer; 


rz 


| | ANECDOTE OF BURNS. 
Burns paid little deference to the artifi- 


cial distinctions of society. On his way to 
Leith, one morning, he met a man in hoddin- 
gtay—a west country farmer; be shook him 
earnestly by the hand, and stopped and con- | 


versed with him. All this was seen by a 
young Edinburg blood, who took the Poet 
roundly to task for his defect of taste. ‘‘ Why 
you fantastic gomeril,” said Burns, “it was 
not the great coat, the Scone bonnet, and the 
Sanquhar boot-hose, I spoke to, but the man 
that was in them; and the man, sir, for true 
worth, would weigh you and me, and ten 
more such, down any day.—Allen Cunning- 
ham’s Life of Burns. | 


The bones of a mammoth have been lately 
discovered near the village of Os, in Baden, 
and amongst them was a tooth which, when 
in a perfect state, must have been at least 10 
fect in length. When found, it measured 
eight feet, but the point was broken off. All 
the other bones were in good preservation, — 

| 


EMPLOYMENT NECESSARY FOR LUNATICS. 


At Saragossa, in Spain, there is an asylum 
for the insane of all countries. The patients 
are divided, early in the morning, into par- 
ties, some of which perform the menial offices 
of the house ; others repair to shops belong- 
ing to their respective trades; the majority 
are distributed, under the superintendence of 
their guards, through a large enclosure, 
where they are occupied in the works be- 
longing tou gardening and agriculture. Uni- 
form experience is said to prove the efficacy of 
these labours in reinstating reason in its seat. 
It is added, that the nobles, who live in the 
same asylum, but in a state of idleness suit- 
able to their rank, retain their lunacy and 
their privilege together; whilst their infe- 
riors are restored to themselves and to so- 
ciety. ‘This fact is so striking, explains so 
thoroughly the moral treatment of insanity, 
and illustrates so clearly what ought to be the 
plan adopted in all systems of education, that 
I make the statement without comment— 
since no argument can add to its weight, and 
no sophistry detract from its — 


cal Intell. 
THE EUPHRATES EXPEDITION. 


Our readers will learn with pleasure that 
the steamboat expedition, which sailed from 
Liverpool under the command of Colonel 
Chesney, has succeeded in navigating the 
river Euphrates from Bir, on the frontiers of 
Syria and Mesopotamia, to Bassora on the 
Persian Gulph. The steamboat route to India 
by the Euphrates has, therefore, been shown 
to be practicable, though whether it is a bet- 
ter route than that by the Red Sea, is still, 
perhaps, doubtful. Be this as it may, it is 
something for British enterprise to have 
shown the practicability of the route beneath 
the walls of Babylon and through the plains 
of Assyria; and whatever the commercial re- 
sult may be, the geographic and scientific re- 
sults cannot fail to be interesting. This is not 
all that Colonel Chesney has done; after 
reaching the Persian Gulph, he appears to 
have penetrated seventy miles up the Karoon, 
in Persia, and afterwards to have ascended 
the river Tigris to Bagdad, the once cele- 
brated capital of the caliphs, where his ves- 
sel was at anchor at the date of the last ac- 
counts. 


WASHING SILKS. 


A late number of an English periodical 
contains a useful article on washing silks, 
from which we make the following extract :— 
‘‘ Lay the piece of silk upon a clean board, 
soap a picce of flannel well (without making 
it very wet,) and with this rub the silk care- 
fully and evenly one way: after having thus 
cleansed one side of the silk, take a wet 
sponge and wash off the soap ; proceed in the 
same manner to clean the other side, and 
then wipe the water off of each with a clean 
dry cloth ; after which hang the silk in the 
air to dry; do not wring it, but hang it as sin- 
gle as possible upon a linen horse, and let it 
dry gradually. When very nearly dry, iron 
it with acool box. In this manner we last 
summer washed a slate coloured dress, which 
was so dirty with the constant wear of a win- 
ter, that we did not like to use it for linings, 
without endeavouring to remove some of the 
spots, and we were quite hopeless of its be- 
ing fit for anything except linings even when 
washed, but its brightness was completely 
restored, its texture was softer than when 
new, and it made a very nice looking child’s 
trock.” | 


‘¢ Education is a better safeguard for liber- 
ty, than a standing army. If we retrench the 
wages of the schoolmaster, we must raise the 
wages of the recruiting serjeant.”—Edward 
Fiverett. | 


MODERN EMBALMING. 


Scott, a late traveller in Egypt, relates the 
following anecdote, the truth of which he 
does not vouch for, though he acknowledges 
that there is hardly any thing so odd that an 
English traveller may not do it. | 

‘¢ An English traveller had a great desire 
to be mummified after the manner of the an- 
cient Egyptians; and having paid in advance 
to the operators, bound them with a solemn 
oath to do his bidding, prepared his sarco- 
phagus, and written a long notice of his life 
and opinions, swallowed a dose of arsenic. 
He was, of course, ‘ gathered to his fathers ;? 
his body underwent the embalming process, 
and the papyrus having been placed on his 
ambitious breast, was inclosed in a red gra- 
nite case, and deposited in a tomb that had 
been prepared for its reception. Not many 
years afterwards some roguish Arabs sold the 
precious relic to a learned Frenchman, who 
carried it to Paris, vain beyond belief of hav- 
ing acquired such a treasure, which, judging 
from the splendor of the case, he thought 
must be a Pharoah at least. A party of bro- 
ther savans were invited to assist at the cere- 
mony of enrolment, when, after some hun- 
dred yards of fine linen had been removed, 
the papyrus was discovered, which in plain 
English, declared the great cefunct to have 
been Mr. Peter Simpkins, of Fenchurch 
street and Chamberwell grove, soap boiler 
and salt refiner to the Royal Family, and 
many years an inmate of St. Luke’s.” 


SALMS AND HYMNS—Approved by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
and plain binding, may constantly be had of the sub- 
scriber, at the lowest prices, either by the thousand cor 
pies or a less number. 

All orders from Booksellers. Churches, and others wil 


be, as heretofore, immediately attended to by | 
SOLOMON ALLEN, 
No. 117 Chesnut street. 


ew—tf 


New York; Levi Hayes, Unionville, 


BOOKS—Dwight’s The 


ology, 

4 vols; Dick’s Theolog »2 vols; Hill's Divinity, . 
2-vols; Burnet’s History "he Reformation, 4 

do. Histor 
Calmets 


f his 4 Robinson’s 
ctionary ; Bloomfield’s Critical Digest, 8 . 
vols; Bloomfield’s Greek Testament, 2 vale 
Horne on the Psalms, 8vo; Fuller’s Works, 2 vols 
8vo; Milner’s Church History, 2 vols‘; Murdock’s 
Mosheim’s Church History, 3 vols; Laurin'’s Sermons 

2 vols; Whitfield’s Sermons; Cruden’s Concordance ; | 
Bunyan’s Works, 2 vols; Suddard’s British Pulpit, — 
2 vols; Neale’s History of the Puritans 3 vols; Howe's 
Works; Robinson’s Scripture Characters; Fox’s Book 
of Martyrs ; Eusebius’s.Church History ; Dick's: Works, 
6 vols; Geisler’s Text Book of Ecclesiastical History, 
3 vols; Watson’s Body of Divinity; McGavin’s Pro. 
testants,2 vols; Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge , 
8vo; Bush’s Scripture Illustrations ; Hunter’s Sacred 
Biography ; Binder’s Memoirs of Pious Women; 
Prideaux’s Connexions, 2 vols; Paley’s Works ; Stuart | 
on the Hebrews; Stuart on the Romans; Lowth on 
Isaiah; do on Hebrew Poetry; Hodge on Romans; 
Jones’ Church History ; Hall’s Works 3 vols; Hugg’s 
Introduction to the New Testament; Wesley’s Mis- 
cellancous Works, 3 vols; Baxter’s Select Works, 
2 vols; Brown’s History of Missions, 2 vols; Wad- 
dington’s Church History ; Porter’s Homalectics, &c. ; 
Leland on Revelation, 2 vols; Hooker’s Family Book. 
of Devotion; Schmuckey’s Popular Theology ; Han- 
nam’s Pulpit Assistant, 2 vols; Latimer’s Sermons, 
2 vols; Knapp’s Theology, 2 vols; Potter on Church 
Government; Charnock on the Attributes; Ebenezer 
Erskine’s Works, 3 vols; Lime Street Lectures; 
Leighton’s Works, 1 vol; do on Peter; Magee on the 
Atonement, 2 vols; Massilon’s Sermons, 1 vol; Mi 
chaellis on Laws of Moses, 4 vols; Chillingworth’s 
Works, 1 vol; Brown’s Christian Pastor’s Manual; 
Hopkins Bp. Works, 4 vols; Skelton’s Works, 6 vols 3 
Jay’s Works, 3 vols; Collyer’s Lectures; Burder’s 
Village Sermon’s; Sturdevant’s Preacher’s Manual, 
2 vols; Sherlock’s Works, 5 vols; Witherspoon’s : 
Works, 9 vols; Newton’s Works, 2 vols; Camphell. 
on the 4 Gospels, 2 vols; Campbell on Miracles; 
McKnight on the Epistles; do. Harmony of the Gos- 
pels, 2 vols; &c. 

_The subscriber has the pleasure of announcing to 
his friends and the publie gencrally, that he has re- 
cently made such additions to his stock of Books in the 
various departments of Theology, Church History, and 
Biblical Literature, and on such favourable terms as to 
enable him to offer them at lower prices than they can 
be obtained for at any other bookstore in the United ° 
States. Clergymen, Students, and others are invited 
to call and examine for themselves, as the best means 
of ascertaining that they will find not only a splendid 
collection of rare and valuable books, but many that 
can be found no where else on this side of the Atlantic. 
J. WHETHAM, Theological and Classical Bookseller, 
No. 22 South Fourth strect, Philadelphia. 


M ISS BEECHER ON THE SLAVE QUESTION. 

Henry Perkins, No. 134 Chesnut street, has just 
published “An Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, 
with reference to the duty of American Females,” by 
Catharine E. Beecher. | | 


HEOLOGICAL BOOKS.—George W. Donohue 
No. 13 South Fourth street, has for sale a well 
selected stock of Theological and Classical Books, 
among which are the following : Dwight’s Theology, 
4 vols. Dick’s Theology, 2 vols. Knapp’s Theology, 2 
vols. Jeremy Taylor’s Works, 3 vols. Chalimer’s Works, 
Bingham’s Works, 8 vols. Milner’s Church History, 2 
vols. Jones’ Church History, Bickersteth’s Works, 
Bishop Hobart’s Works, 3 vols. Prideaux’s Connexion, 
Leighton’s Works, Fuller’s Works, Skelton’s Works, 
Gescnius’s Hebrew and English Lexicon, by Robin- 
son, Greek and English Lexicon of New Testament, 
do. Robinson’s Calmets Bible Dictionary, &c. &. Min- 
isters, Students, and others wishing to purchase are re- 
spectfully invited to call, as he is determined to sell at 
the very lowest prices. 
may 13 


ALTIMORE HAMS.—Just received a lot of 
choice Baltimore Hams. These Hams are hand- 
somely cut and of convenient size, and their flavour is 
such that they can, with great confidence, be recom- 
mended to families. For sale at the Temperance Tea 
and Family Grocery Store, S. W. corner of Dock and 

Second strects, Philadelphia. 

JAMES R. WEBB. 


Also, prime Jersey Hams and Shoulders, Dried Beef 
and Tongues, and Bologna Sausage, domestic’ and im- 
ported, for sale as above. , 

mayl3- 


ODD’S SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER.—The 
Sabbath School Teacher; designed to aid in ele- 
vating and perfecting the Sabbath School system : by 
Rev. John Todd, author of “ Lectures to Children,” 
* Student’s Manual,” &c. Prize Essay on Ardent 
Spirits, and its substitutes as a means of invigorating 
health: by Reuben D. Mussey, M.D. Ques. 1. at 
is the history of the origin of Ardent Spirits, and of its 
introduction into Medical practice? Ques. 2. What 
are its effects upon the Animal Economy? Ques. 3. Is 
there any condition of the system in -health or disease 
in which its use is indispensable, and for which there 
is not an adequate substitute ?—Just published and for 
sale, by the hundred, dozen, or single copy. A Trea- 
tise on Bread, and Bread Making: by Sylvester Gra- 
ham. Just published and for sale by 
HENRY PERKINS, 


may 13—3t. No. 134 Chesnut street, Philad. 


OBERT CARTER, Theological, and Classical 

Bookseller, No. 112 Canal street, Corner of Lau 

rens, New York, has constantly on hand a large and 

general assortment of Theological, Classical, and Miscel- 

laneous Books. Orders from a distance will always re- 
ceive proinpt attention. August 6,—1i. 


OARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS, Perth Am- 

boy, New Jersey—S. E. Woo.sriver, Principal. 

The design of the School, and the highest aim of the 

Principal, is “to train up a child in the way he 
should go.” 

References—Rev. John McDowell, D. D., Rev. 
James Patterson, Rev. John L. Grant, James Hunt; 
Esq. The place is healthy, and easy of access. 

april 1—23t* 


CLASSICAL AND COM. 
MERCIAL SCHOOL, between Princeton and 
Trenton, N. J. Boys are admitted into this Institu- 
tion, who are between the age of six and fourteen. 
The Summer Session will commence on the Ist of 
May. Circulars, exhibiting the plan of the school, 
Terms &c. may be had of the Rev. Wm. W. Phil- 
lips, D.D. 454 Broome strcet, N. Y. of J. Whetham, Esq. 
No. 22 South Fourth strect, Philadelphia, of A. G. 
Cochran, Esq. New Orleans, or by addressing the sub- 
criber. A. H. PHILLIPS, 
feb. 11 Lawrenceville, N. J. 


ALDWIN AND COLTON,—Temperance Tea 
dealers and Family Grocers, No. 244 Market street 
above Seventh, have for sale the following choice goods. 
Green and Back Teas, fresh and selected with care, 
Old Mocha, Java, Ceylon, Curracoa and Surinam Cof. 
fee, Boston Syrup Molasses, superior to any made in 
this city. Buston Double and Single refincd Loaf Sa. 
gar, London Split Peas, just received, Parmasan 
Cheese, do. Maccaroni and Vermicelli, Superior Jersey 
Hams, Smoked Tongues, and Beef, Imported Bologna | 
Sausages, French Sardins, Mustard, &c. &c. 
march 18, 


ORISON’S PILLS.—The Original and Genuine 
Hygeian Universal Vegetable Medicines of the 
British College of Health, ~ay be obtained of R. Fenner, 
GENERAL AGENT, No. 24 South Seventh Street, three 
doors below Market strect, Philadelphia. For general 
convenience they may now be had in 25 & 50 cent 
boxes, and No. 1. and No, 2. separate. Respectable 
parties who have been benefitted by the medicines, 
and are desirous to extend relief to others, may be ap- 
pointed sub-agents on application as above. The public 
is cautioned against counterfeits and imitations, 
may 13—-12t.* 


OSCOW ACADEMY FOR YOUNG GENTLE- 
a2 MEN.—Spring session to commence Monday, 
April 24th. Terms for board, tuition, &c. $60 per ses- 
sion of five months, payable ene halfin advance. No pu- 
il received for less than half a session. Branches tanght : 
The whole course of Mathematics, Natural and Moral 
Philosophy, Aprcient and Modern Histery, Chemistry, 
Mineralogy, Botany, Logic, Rhetoric, Composition and 
Declamation—together with the Greek, Latin and French 
Languages. Lectures upon the natural sciences Curing 
the term. 
This Institution is located ina very healthy section o 
country; is easy of access, being situated on the Phila 
delphia and Lancaster turnpike, and one mile aud a half 
from Parksburg on the Pennsylvania Railway. : 
Parents wishing a safe place in poiut of morals for their 
children, will find the situation eligible. 
Application may be made to the subscriber at the 
Academy. Letters from a distance to be directed to 
Black-horse Post Office, Chester county, Pennsy!vauia. 


GAYLORD L. MORE. 
March I], 1837. 
References : Rev. James Latta, Mantua; Rev. David 


McCarter, Union Church, Lancaster county, Pa.; Rev. 
David M. Smith, Principal of Hudson River Seminary, 
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